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Peace and "Peace" 





When Father Divine coined the 
slogan, “Peace, it’s wonderful,” he 
really had something. As the days 
go by we are forced to conclude that 
it is even more wonderful than the 
Harlem God and his angels suspect. 
It’s got the best patent medicine cure- 
all beat by a mile, and there just is no 
end to the uses it can be put to. This 
being a country where people let no 
opportunities slip by, peace has been 
seized upon by all kinds of characters 
and is being tortured almost to death. 
Reactionary Republicans shout 
“peace”; anti-New-Deal Democrats, 
piously pronounce the word; Senator 
Wheeler, who says nothing against 
his anti-Semitic colleague from Mon- 
tana, threatened a third party because 
he loves peace so passionately. Then 
there are the totalitarian fringes, com- 
munist as well as fascist, who, in al- 
most identical words, scream them- 
selves hoarse with their protestations of 
love for peace. Hitler is enamored 
with peace and tries to cram it down 
England’s throat by force. Russia ex- 
tends its wings of peace from Finland 
to the Black Sea. 


From the above collection of diver- 
sified groups (the list is not exhaus- 
tive) it becomes obvious that the 
peace slogan is being used to cover up 
an immense amount of skullduggery. 
It would therefore not be amiss to 
ask some of the above pacifists, mostly 
gentlemen on whom the pacifist paint 
is still wet, to be a little more explicit 
about what they mean. For instance, 
we could ask the communist brethren 
whether they are for peace at all costs ; 
are they for peace in China at the 
expense of submission to Japan? Or, 
since they love peace so much, why did 
they cheer Stalin’s invasion of Fin- 
land? Why didn’t they counsel a 
course of non-violence? Why did 
they urge young Americans to give 
their lives in Spain when “peace” 
could have been had very easily by 
submitting to Franco? 


The above questions were again 
brought to mind by a little controversy 
that has developed between the Jewish 
Frontier and Equality Magazine. Last 
month we published an editorial point- 
ing out that Equality follows closely 
on the Stalinist line. We praised them 
for their good work but asked some 
pertinent questions about some shady, 
and from the point of view of Jewish 
interests, dangerous policies which 
they are following. In the reply of 
Equality, published in the Jewish Ex- 
aminer, the editors politely ignore the 
broadly hinting that we ere war mon- 
gers, simply repeat: “Equality stands 

estions that we asked and, after 
Sadie’. . « Ries heen 20 ce- 
sistently.”” 
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The communist Morning Freiheit 
also took up the cudgels on behalf of 
Equality and hums the same tune: 
“They don’t like the fact that Equality 
Magazine wants peace. And since the 
Jewish Frontier is plumping for 
ee 

We will not now engage in long 
polemics with the communist brethren. 
It is unnecessary. Peace is a pretty 
serious subject. When communists 
transform it into a tool for the defense 
of the Soviet alliance with Hitler, it 
is merely necessary to point out this 
fact. True devotees of peace need not 
argue this subject with communists, 
today, any more than a truly religious 
person would seriously discuss God 
with a charlattan. Sincere people 
know our attitude toward war and 
share our stand for aid to victims and 
opponents of aggression. Communists 
know it too, but they would not be 
communists if they did not indulge 
in a little smear work that seems to be 
taken verbatim from Nazi sources. 


Orchestra Seat 


A German refugee came into our 
office the other day with a very strange 





request. The lady has been in this 
country only a very short time and 
she asked us how she could make ar- 
rangements now to go to Madagascar. 


We were surprised at the request 
but she explained it in simple but 
terrifying terms. Jews are not safe 
anywhere. Hitler is sure to be victor- 
ious and he will carry out his plan 
to concentrate all Jews in Madagascar. 
She had seen Jews being taken in the 
dead of winter in unheated cattle cars 
to the reservation at Lublin in Poland. 
She therefore does not want to wait 
till such a moment recurs and prefers 
to go now, when it can still be done 
with a minimum of comfort. 


We are not unacquainted with 
moods of despair. But never before 
have we witnessed such a complete 
manifestation of docile defeatism and 
submission. Jews! Get your tickets 
now for an orchestra seat in a reserva- 
tion. 


And if this breaking of the human 
spirit were the only Nazi crime, it 
would be enough. S. K. 
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Editorials of the Month 








Bombs Fall on Haifa 


WICE DURING JULY FASCIST BOMBS RAINED ON 

Haifa and took their toll of life. Our hope, 
which we had known all along to be no more than 
a wish fulfillment dream, that Palestine would be 
saved from the horrors of modern warfare has 
been shattered in the explosions of the Italian 
bombs. 


The anti-aircraft guns on Mount Carmel re- 
plied to an enemy familiar to Palestine since 1936. 
For four years before the outbreak of the present 
war, when Europe was still enjoying the blessings 
of a shaky peace, the Jewish community in Pales- 
tine already had to contend with the Arab hirelings 
of Italy. We all knew from which direction Pal- 
estine was threatened. Mussolini’s Mediterranean 
ambitions were no secret. His machinations 
among the Arab tribes were carried out in broad 
daylight. Now his bombers fly over the sorely 
tried country during the most difficult hour of this 
eventful conflict when England’s ally lies crushed, 
neighboring Syria seethes in anticipation of an 
unknown future and England itself momentarily 
awaits the attack on its shores. 

At this moment we are deeply concerned over 
a number of questions touching Palestine to which 
we have no answer. We know that Haifa is 
probably prepared for further attacks. But what 
about Tel Aviv, where a third of the Jewish popu- 
lation of the country lives? What about Jeru- 
salem and the agricultural villages scattered 
throughout the country? Are there any grounds 
to assume that Mussolini will respect the sanctity 
in which Jerusalem is held throughout the world? 
Has the Arab population liberated itself from the 
influence of Mussolini’s agents? Is the country 
supplied with sufficient food reserves? 


The thick wall of censorship prevents us from 
obtaining satisfactory answers to the above ques- 
tions. We know that the first few months of the 
war, months that were marked by such criminal 
negligence, were not properly utilized also in 
Palestine. Throughout that time thousands of 
unemployed were left idle and the government 
rejected all Jewish offers to mobilize men and 
materials for the defense of the country. 


But whatever the errors of the past, the gravity 
of the present situation is appreciated even by the 
English. The administration which previously 
refused to accept Jewish units into the British army 
finally consented to include volunteers into the 
Royal Air Force and the mechanized units. The 
response to this measure was spontaneous. The 


best mechanics in the Jewish settlements have put 
themselves at the service of the army. According 
to the latest reports the government has also begun 
to utilize Palestine industry to provision the armed 
forces. 

The outcome of the war in the Mediterranean 
is dependent on the fate of England in the coming 
weeks. We must bear in mind that the Arabs are 
today confronted with a great dilemma. England 
has suffered severe blows while the axis powers 
have demonstrated their daring and force. We 
would hardly be levelling a false accusation against 
the Arabs were we to say that only a very few 
among them consider the present war as a conflict 
between democracy and totalitarianism. Democ- 
racy itself has as yet hardly taken root in Arab 
countries. It may therefore be natural for many 
Arabs to be tempted by a. pro-axis orientation. 
However, numerous reports from various sources 
indicate that, despite the above consideration, the 
majority of the Arab world backs England. The 
Semitic Arab world may yet demonstrate a greater 
discernment of its real enemies than did the 
“Aryans” of western Europe. But the danger 
of an Italian fifth column of fascist agents is not 
thereby diminished. Against these the British 
government should undertake stern measures, par- 
ticularly at this time when the disorganized state 
of Syria may become a dangerous focus of Nazi 
infection threatening the neighboring lands. 

Palestine is today an integral part of the be- 
leaguered fortress that bears the collective name 
“British Empire.” The Jewish community of 
Palestine has long standing accounts with the 
British for their policies in the administration of 
the country. But the Jews of Palestine also have 
a sound sense for realities. They know that mil- 


lions of Englishmen who actively aid in the prose- 


cution of the war have similar accounts to settle 
with their own ruling groups. Like these English- 
men, the Palestine Jews are ready to fight for the 
existence as well as for the great potentialities in- 
herent in the British system of democracy. 

No one can foretell the full measure of suffer- 
ing that Palestine will have to undergo during 
the coming months. Nevertheless we are cer- 
tain that our pioneer vanguard in Palestine is 
aware of the privileged task that history has im- 
posed upon them, the task of self defense against 
an enemy who threatens us everywhere. In this 
struggle they will be encouraged by the realization 
that they are the front line fighters for millions of 
Jews throughout the world whose eventual fate 
will depend on the outcome of the battle of Mount 
Carmel as well as on the fighting in England. 








England's Strength 





wer ARE THE INNER SPRINGS OF STRENGTH 
that England has drawn upon to accomplish 
its truly phenomenal national unity and discipline ? 

In the early stalemated months of the war Eng- 
land continued to cling to illusions and to its old 
leadership. But after the defeats in Norway and 
the Low Countries there commenced a period of 
housecleaning and consolidation of the national 
forces. The heritage of Munich was done away 
with and hitherto slumbering reserve forces of 
the nation were mobilized for action. 


All this did not happen behind closed doors or 
through the machinations of party deals, as was 
the case in France. On the contrary, all funda- 
mental problems concerning the war—with the 
exception, of course, of purely technical military 
questions—were freely debated in Parliament, in 
the press and at public meetings. The English 
press continued free as before the war. Pacifist, 
communist, and left-wing socialist publications 
were permitted to appear freely. (Until very re- 
cently even fascist literature was tolerated; now 
that has been stopped, but the communist press is 
still legal.) 

The above can be accounted for to a great ex- 
tent by the fact that British democracy is essen- 
tially religious instead of political. French democ- 
racy was born in the throes of a great revolution 
which was directed against the religious tradition 
of the country as well as against the privileges of 
the ruling class. French democracy was thus 
secular. 
grew out of the battles of religious revolutionaries 
who fought for freedom of conscience. The strug- 
gle for freedom of conscience within the church 
was won long before political democracy was at- 
tained. The people of England won political 
rights in the nineteenth century but they obtained 
their freedom of conscience in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. 

England also has the good fortune of being a 
two party state, to all intents and purposes. France 
suffered from a multitude of parties. Hitler’s 
victory in Germany, which was also overrun by 
numerous parties, stands out as an example of the 
weakness of a democratic state whose political life 
becomes atomized into countless contending politi- 
cal units. The stability of the British regime is 
_ still further enhanced by the cooperation between 
“His Majesty’s Government” and the “loyal op- 
position.” That this manifestation is much more 
than a mere formal tradition is sufficiently illus- 
trated by the excellent collaboration between the 
conservative Premier Churchill and socialists like 
Morrison and Attlee. 

England has succeeded in preserving its capacity 
for national solidarity because it has enjoyed a 


British democracy, on the other hand, . 
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lasting stability in its social and poltical life and 
has not suffered any violent changes for centuries. 
English officialdom is noted for its high standards 
and qualifications. Critics of England often con- 
demn it for the great role the caste system plays 
there. This criticism is undoubtedly true but we 
must not overlook the fact that this system has 
also made some positive contributions. The Eng- 
lish aristocracy has not only fostered the principle 
that “birth imposes duties,” from its ranks also 
came many humanitarian office holders as well as 
some of the most loyal and sincere leaders of the 
liberal and socialist movements. 

However, the backbone and the strength of 
besieged England remain the broad masses of the 
working and middle classes. These groups con- 
tributed the great social and religious innovators 
of the past two centuries. It is therefore no won- 
der that the British Labor party, which speaks in 
the name of these groups, is now the driving force 
behind national defense. | 

British labor has already made its imprint on 
the course of the war and the aims of the peace 
that is to follow. Unless European peace is 
dictated by Hitler there is no doubt that English 
labor will have its say in determining the character 
of the peace. All correspondents from Britain 
tell of the growing influence of the labor move- 
ment in English life. This is the best indication of 
the fundamental soundness of English life at this 
time, on the eve of the Nazi attempt at invasion. 

Will this last fortress of European freedom be 
able to withstand the death dealing machines of 
the enemy? Are faith and determination sufh- 
cient to overcome the disadvantage of inadequate 
military preparation? No one can answer these 
questions now. But we do know that if ever a 
nation deserved victory, it is the English people 
of the summer of 1940. 


The Conference in Havana 





is LIBERAL PRES$, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, IS 
praising the accomplishments of the pan-Amer- 
ican conference that closed a few days ago in 
Havana. While estimates of its final effects vary, 
no one denies that the decisions of the conference 
lay the foundations for a sound defense policy 
for the western hemisphere against fascist aggres- 
sion and also enhance the policy. of friendly colla- 
boration between the United-States and the Latin 
American countries. No better proof of the posi- 
tive nature of the decisions reached at Havana is 
needed than the disappointment and attempts to 
belittle that they evoked in the totalitarian press 
of Europe. When Germany, Italy and Russia— 
those famous protagonists of the integrity of small 
nations—begin to bewail United States imperialist 
plots against its smaller neighbors, it is time to 
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conclude that something worth while was done in 
Havana. 

Two major issues confronted the conference. 
One was the question of European possessions in 
the Americas which may change hands as the out- 
come of the war. Specifically there is the danger 
that, in one form or another, Germany will gain 
a foothold in the French West Indies. That this 
threat is real today hardly needs stressing. The 
conference at Havana decided that American re- 
publics, jointly or individually, may take measures 
to prevent such an eventuality and that the Euro- 
pean owned territory so occupied should be admin- 
istered jointly as a mandated area. In some re- 
spects such a plan is even more progressive than 
the mandate system as it operated under the 
League of Nations according to which the League 
entrusted the administration of a mandated area 
into the hands of one government. 


The second important problem was of an eco- 
nomic nature. South American raw materials 
have in the past been marketed in Europe. With 
Europe under German domination it is not difficult 
to imagine what a tremendous wedge of Nazi 
propaganda would be forced into Latin America. 
Brazil and the Argentine have large German set- 
tlements that are already under Nazi influence. 
With the additional advantage of being able to 
command the flow of goods from these countries, 
Nazi Germany would practically control their 
entire political and social life. The Nazis are 
fully aware of these possibilities and all through 
the summer they have been placing orders for raw 
materials in South America. The conference at 
Havana discussed this problem and has taken 
initial steps in the direction of a planned disposal 
of South American products. 

Whether the decisions of the Havana confer- 
ence will have to be applied within the next few 
weeks will depend on developments on the Euro- 
pean battle front. But whatever the developments 
within the near future, worthwhile safeguards 
against Nazi penetration on this continent have 
been marked out. 


News From the "Reservation" 





pune THE NEBULOUS AND RARELY FORTHCOM- 
ing reports from Poland it is difficult to obtain 
a clear picture of what is happening in that coun- 
try. It appears that changes frequently take place 
although it is very difficult to judge here whether 
these changes are for better or for worse. 

A report from Geneva, Switzerland, based on 
the Krakauer Zeitung, an official Nazi publication, 
states that Jews in the Lublin reservation will now 
have the right to work. The “right”, when an- 
nounced from a Nazi controlled area, more likely 
means the “duty”. Since the conquest of Poland 
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Jews were free of this duty which affected only the 
Poles. Jews were only compelled to provide a 
certain number of people for specified tasks (aside 
from those who were kidnapped in the streets for 
forced labor). Poles, on the other hand, were 
taken in large numbers to work in German agri- 
culture and industry. It was obvious that Hitler 
would not want to increase the number of Jews in 
Germany even by an influx of temporary laborers. 
But if the above report is true, the Jews of the 
Lublin reservation will have to register for work. 
It is hardly likely that they will be sent to work 
in Germany. They will no doubt have to work 
within the area of the reservation, although we 
cannot know here what the nature of the work 
will be. But even when we remember that it will 
be forced labor it is hard to refrain from exclaim- 
ing: “It’s too good to be true.” At least they will 
be spared from complete starvation. 

We can only speculate on the details of this 
report. But it appears likely to contain a grain of 
truth. When Jews are absolutely needed, they 
are mobilized for work even by Nazis. When 
the emergency passes, they are returned to the 
status of pariahs. Several weeks ago there was a 
shortage of ‘‘Aryan’’ doctors to cope with the 
stream of wounded coming in from the front; 
Jewish physicians were then ordered to report for 
duty in many German hospitals and were even 
treated decently. Later, when large scale military 
operations on the continent ceased and the number 
of “Aryan” doctors was increased by accessions 
from the conquered countries, Jewish doctors were 
again freed of their duties. 

The report from Geneva states that those who 
will voluntarily register for work will be under 
the supervision of the labor department instead 
of the police. Conditions being what they are, 
we could hardly blame a Polish Jew for consider- 
ing even this as an improvement in his lot. 


Jews in the New France 





ILLIAM BULLITT, UNITED STATES AMBASSA- 

dor to France, declared to the press that the 
new French government headed by Petain is not 
fascist. What impelled him to make such a state- 
ment is unknown to us. We doubt that he seri- 
ously meant it. It is quite possible that he wished 
not to discredit the Petain regime in the eyes of 
the people of the United States as long as that 
regime is still negotiating peace terms with 
Germany. 

That the Petain government is fascist we do 
not doubt for a moment. The nature of its at- 
tempts to reorganize the life of France plainly 
proves that. But it is quite possible that, if the 
regime will survive for any length of time, it will 
not necessarily follow the German pattern but will 
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evolve a fascist fashion of its own. There are any 
number of indications that it will be of a clerical 
and Catholic nature, a definition which cannot 
be applied even to Mussolini’s regime, despite its 
treaties with the Vatican. It is inconceivable that 
Jews should obtain equal rights under any fascist 
regime, and we naturally do not expect any such 
development in the new France. But neither is it 
imperative for a reactionary clerical regime in 
France to enact anti-Jewish legislation on as wide 
a scope as was done in Germany. 


We were led to the above assumption by a cable 
received in New York from the representa- 
tives of Ort in France. They state that the new 
French government at Vichy expressed its readi- 
ness to aid in colonizing on land in the unoccupied 
part of the country a number of Jewish refugees 
and demobilized soldiers. Among the six 
million refugees that the French government must 
care for are included a majority of the three hun- 
dred thousand Jews that lived in the country. 
Under present circumstances it would be almost 
impossible to absorb them into urban industrial 
and commercial enterprises. France as a whole is 
now forced to place greater stress on its agricul- 
ture. It would therefore be highly desirable if 


A Zionist Looks at 





even a part of the French Jews could be success- 
fully settled on the land. 

But whatever happens to this plan, the very 
fact that the Petain regime is ready even to con- 
sider it is an encouraging indication that, so far at 
least, no effort is being made to solve the Jewish 
question in France on strictly Nazi lines. 

We are fully aware how little comfort there is 
in the news from France as well as in the report 
from the Lublin reservation discussed in the pre- 
ceding editorial. The ‘‘good” news from these 
areas merely accentuates the depth of the abyss in 
which the Jews of those countries live, a state of 
inhuman persecution in the midst of which the 
right to work under conditions of slavery for a 
few weeks or months comes as a comforting ray 
of light. If we pause to point out these reports 
and to discuss their implications it is not because 
we believe that they offer an acceptable mode of 
life for any length of time. But if these reports 
are true, they may mean that thousands of people 
otherwise doomed to death may survive for a short 
period of time. And meanwhile the great con- 
flict whose outcome no one can foretell still goes 
on. Should the democracies win, these survivors 
will find economic and social salvation together 
with their compatriots in a world liberated from 
the Nazi nightmare. 


the Diaspora 


by Eliezer Liebenstein 





A CHARACTERISTIC manifestation among 
Diaspora Jews today is the intensified process 
of assimilation and self-denial. We now live in a 
period when this trend to shed their identity, has 
gained momentum among Jews. New talents for 
assimilation have been revealed. It is true that 
no powerful organizations with complicated ideol- 
ogies are being formed today for the attainment 
of this end, as they once were formed and fostered 
in Germany and France. The keen sense of the 
modern assimilationist has taught him that an 
organization to advance assimilation merely re- 
tards the process. The modern assimilationist is 
ready to sacrifice more for the sake of his own 
national disappearance than did his proud prede- 
cessors of three generations ago; he is now ready 
to surrender his right to participate in political life 
and even his civil rights, if in doing so he can 
quietly succeed in submerging himself in the native 
population. It is easy to effect such renunciations 
without public fanfare. 


The genius for assimilation among Jews is de- 
veloping. It is difficult to be a Jew today, especially 





for people who for several generations have been 
free of this burden. While staying in London I 
met refugees from Germany. What lesson did 
Hitler teach them? We must not be misguided 
into concluding that their experiences in the Ger- 
many of 1933-40 taught 'them a Zionist lesson 
only. Every historical event can be interpreted in 
two diametrically opposed ways. These German 
Jews declared simply: ““We have learned from our 
misfortune that in Germany we were too much 
in the public eye; we tried to obtain important 
public offices; we were zealous to become jour- 
nalists, writers, actors; we boasted of our wealth. 
Now we will do otherwise.. We will advance 
slowly without trying to be at the head of the 
crowd; we will be modest in our requirements 
and will be satisfied with little.” In this way these 
Jews hope to become assimilated more fundamen- 
tally. Personally, I doubt whether Diaspora Jews 
are capable of consistent modesty. When Polish 
Jews migrated to Germany, they knew this lesson, 
but rapidly forgot it. The entire history of Jewish 
assimilation is marked by such tragi-comedies. 
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But this conclusion does not change the fact that at 
present the yearning for assimilation has become 
more intense. 


This tendency to assimilate, to adapt oneself to 
the non-Jew and to bow before his spiritual au- 
thority is not dependent on party or group afhlia- 
tion. Orthodox as well as Zionist Jews have 
succumbed to it. It begins by renouncing self 
respect, thinking in national terms and frank ex- 
pression of opinions. The only innovation of the 
modern type of assimilation is that it renounces 
even the use of civil rights. Let us look at some 
manifestations among American Zionists. Are 
they not afraid to stress Jewish national demands? 
Isn’t there a marked inclination to conform to the 
concepts of the average American? Do they not 
suffer from fear of antagonizing either friend 
or foe? 


The difference between a Zionist and a non- 
Zionist approach to Jewish questions is not to be 
measured by the readiness of the individual to con- 
tribute some support to the upbuilding of Pales- 
tine. The primary difference consists in the readi- 
ness of the individual to consider the requirements 
of Jewish national regeneration in Palestine as 
superior to his real or imaginary interests in the 
Diaspora. Sooner or later every Diaspora Jew will 
be confronted with the problem whether some 
particular activity for the defense or the upbuild- 
ing of Palestine is desirable even if it may stamp 
him as a “stranger” in the eyes of his fellow citi- 
zens and may arouse latent anti-Semitism. A non- 
Zionist (even if he is sympathetic to Palestine) 
will answer such a question in the negative. A 
Zionist will invariably answer’ in the affirmative. 
Thus Theodor Herzl’s opponent, Rabbi Geid- 
man, was at heart sympathetic to Jewish aspira- 
tions in Palestine; but when he concluded that a 
world Zionist congress might raise doubts con- 
cerning the loyalty of German Jews to their coun- 
try, he preferred the argument against the anti- 
Semites to the need of the Jewish people for a 
national home. 


If we will not overcome the new wave of assim- 
ilationism, our fate will be sealed for a long time 
to come. We must not wait until bitter persecu- 
tion will teach us a lesson nor must we despair of 
the Jews in those countries where their situation 
is favorable. We may succeed or we may fail. 
But it is unthinkable that we should overlook the 
great tasks before us and that we should not de- 
vote our best energies to it. 


Zionism has to conquer each Jewish generation 
anew. It cannot depend on the heritage handed 
down by earlier generations. A state can transform 
its accomplishments into concrete forms for the 
benefit of posterity, but even in such a case each 
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succeeding generation has to claim its heritage with 
its own efforts. The Zionist movement, however, 
is still not a state. Its accomplishments are of a 
spiritual nature and reside in the consciousness of 
Jews, in their emotions and in their will power. 
These cannot be transferred automatically from 
one generation to another nor from one Diaspora 
center to another. Assimilation, on the other 
hand, always attacks with fresh forces and with 
new charms. In the United States even Jews who 
withstood the test of assimilation in Russia are 
drawn into its vortex. In Canada a generation of 
Jewish youth is growing up that cannot resist the 
enchantments of that young and vital dominion. 
One of the causes of our political weakness at this 
time is the fact that since the last war we have 
not penetrated into new spheres of Jewish life in 
the Anglo Saxon countries. Those that were won 
to the Zioninst idea by Weizmann, Brandeis and 
the Poale Zion during the turbulent years between 
1914 and 1918 remained true to their convictions, 
but we have not succeeded in extending this narrow 
circle. 


The sources of traditional unassimilated Jewry 
in eastern Europe, sources from which the Zionist 
movement has hitherto drawn its greatest strength, 
are rapidly drying up. Whatever new accessions 
to the movement will be gained in the future will 
have to come as a result of great effort among 
more or less assimilated circles. In this respect 
the Zionist movement is undergoing a fundamental 
transformation. The transfer of the center of 
gravity of the Jewish Diaspora to the western, 
Anglo Saxon countries and the accompanying 
changes in its spiritual physiognomy, necessitate 
a thorough reevaluation of Zionist educational 
practices. Faced with new forces of assimilation, 
we have to discover fresh forces of attraction of 
our own and vitalize more profound symbols in 


Jewish life. 


i gen EXPULSION of the Jews from Germany 
did not evoke a Zionist reaction in other Dias- 
pora centers, despite the fact that from the point 
of view of historical symbolism this event was even 
more powerful than the expulsion from Spain. 
In the case of Germany, the destruction of Jewry 
was permitted, for the first time in history, in a 
country that was completely secularized. . This 
happened not in some remote Balkan land or in 
some backward Asiatic country but in the very 
heart of Europe. A century and a half of Jewish 
emancipation, adaptation and assimilation were 
done away with in one blow. Do we need any 
better proof of our anomalous position in the 
world? Is it not enough to destroy all illusions 














about the possibility of honorable existence in the 
Diaspora? But despite all this we must admit 
that the tragedy of German Jewry did not serve 
to intensify Zionist sentiment in the Diaspora. It 
is truc that a number of refugees from Ger- 
many reached Palestine, but the experience of 
Germany was not followed by a profound Zionist 
upsurge in England, France or America. Jews 
of these countries were not particularly upset by 
the tragedy in Germany, they did not become more 
Zionist nor did they provide a contingent of pio- 
neer-settlers for Palestine. The catastrophe that 
has been recurring in Jewish history did not upset 
their equilibrium. But was Poland much different? 
We have become so used to glorifying the Hecha- 
lutz movement of eastern Europe that we have 
overlooked the fact that in the three years pre- 
ceding the war these organizations have lost about 
two-thirds of their membership. Isn’t this an in- 
dication that we are losing the way to the hearts 
and minds of young Jewry? The usual apologetic 
explanations of this phenomenon are hardly ade- 
quate. The fact that only few were recently per- 
mitted to migrate to Palestine does not explain 
the situation. It would be sad were we to admit 
that the immigration policies of the British colo- 
nial office regulate the intensity of Zionism. 

It is true that deep within the heart of every 
Jew there lives a hidden Zionist sentiment. But 
this feeling is covered by layers of assimilation 
and self-adaptation to the environment. To reach 
this hidden emotion it is necessary to vitalize the 
historic Jewish awareness of belonging to one 
people. Persecution, by itself, will not imbue Jews 
with a desire to return to Palestine. 

Zionist educational work gains its strength from 
two factors: its ability to point out the unique 
fate of the Jewish people and its readiness to speak 
in the terms of the current generation. Borochow, 
one of the founders of Socialist Zionism, appeared 
on the scene when the Jewish intellectuals were 
under the influence of Marxist terminology—in its 
Russian version. He succeeded in speaking their 
language. In Borochow’s economic researches we 
are struck by his deep realization of the unique- 
ness of Jewish existence. A similar role, although 
under less favorable circumstances, was attempted 
by Martin Buber in Germany Buber sought to 
bridge the chasm separating a definite sector of 
assimilated German Jews; he tried to arouse their 
pride in Jewish values and their awareness of 
being a part of the entire people. 

One of the causes of Zionist decline in the Dias- 
pora was our inability to find a way to the hearts 
of young people in new environments. In a cer- 
tain sense we have also become remote from the 
original spiritual sources of Zionism. Palestine 
stands in the very center of Zionist activity. What- 
ever is done there is done for the entire people. 





But since all attention was concentrated on the 
upbuilding of Palestine, we have become inclined 
to lose the spiritual bond with the Diaspora Jews. 
It is easy to understand this process, but it compels 
us to return, time and again, to the task of making 
Palestine not only the center of national construc- 
tion but also the spiritual center of the entire 
people, a center that embraces in its consciousness 
the entire Diaspora and accompanies the Jews 
scattered throughout the world in their spiritual 
struggles. 


To win the young generation in the Diaspora it 
is necessary to understand its inner being. But this 
is not enough. We must, at the same time, 
strengthen the realization that Zionism is an or- 
ganic factor in Jewish history. It is not enough 
to base the upbuilding of Palestine on Jewish suf- 
fering alone; this is a particularly inadequate ex- 
planation for youth in countries where life is still 
secure. The “economic interpretation” of Zion- 
ism was of great educational value thirty and forty 
years ago, especially because Jewish economic life 
in Europe at that time seemed on the path toward 
complete normalcy. When the Zionist movement 
pointed out the specific weaknesses of Jewish 
economic life at a time when it seemed sound, it 
undermined the smug faith in Diaspora existence 
and led to the realization of the special historical 
origins of the weakness. Zionism thus also 
warned of the catastrophes that were to come. 
The “economic basis” of the Jewish question has 
therefore proved to be a powerful Zionist educa- 
tional factor. But today, when the destruction 
of European Jewry is before our eyes, it is super- 
fluous to indulge in long explanations why the situ- 
ation of the Jews in most countries is insecure and 
requires an immediate solution. 


The world about us sees to it that the ‘“‘economic 
basis” of Zionism should be brought to our atten- 
tion rudely and without the need for fine statistical 
studies. But it is doubtful whether this lesson 
serves to inspire its victims with Zionist faith. It 
is even more doubtful whether those Jews, who 
have as yet not been affected, grasp the significance 
of this lesson. To the young generation of Jews 
in the Anglo Saxon countries we must bring some- 
thing in addition to the news that persecution of 
Jews tends to recur. We must also bring to them 
positive tidings, that there is value and purpose in 
our being and that our work in Palestine is an 
inevitable link in this purpose. Zionism should 
appear before Daispora youth as an all-embracing 
social and spiritual manifestation, one that has its 
roots in the depths of history and its hopes in the 
days to come. Only when we will be imbued by 
such an awareness will we be able to withstand the 
mass forces of the modern world that lay waste the 
soul of Jewish youth. 
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The Republican and Democratic 


Platforms Compared 


te THE 17th of July, Armstrong the killer 
stopped Jenkins in the 8th round. Most fans 
had to wait for the morning newspaper to learn 
the outcome of this middleweight classic because 
few radio stations carried the fight. They were 
pre-empted by the Democratic Convention in Chi- 
cago. The radio public relations counsels figured 
that the public was more interested in politics 
these days and that when politics comes in the 
form of a Convention the public gets its bread and 
circus in one sitting. But strangely enough the 
interest in the recent convention has even extended 
to the respective party platforms if one can judge 
by the letters in the “pulse of the public” columns 
of our newspapers. 

Political analysts have warned us not to expect 
too much from a platform. It is a highly synthe- 
tic document. It must satisfy the conflicting aims 
among the party pressure groups and so phrase 
these conflicts as not to alienate any sizeable ele- 
ment of the voting population. When you con- 
sider on top of this that both parties have the 
guidance of expert semanticists, you should be 
prepared to squeeze heavily the spongy verbiage 
of the platform before you get the living waters. 

When you have accomplished this squeezing, 
you will discover that the sum of the Republican 
planks amounts to a conservative ark while the 
Democratic planks are so constructed as to house 
considerable more refugees against the coming 
flood. 

Consider the respective statements on labor 
relations: 

The Republicans promise: ‘We shall maintain 
labor’s right of free organization and collective 
bargaining . . . We believe when differences arise 
they should be settled directly and voluntarily 
across the table . . . Recent disclosures respecting 
the administration of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act require that this act be amended in fair- 
ness to employers and all groups of employees.” 

The Democrats assert: ““‘We pledge to continue 
to enforce fair labor standards; to maintain the 
principles of the National Labor Relations Act 
... to work always for a just distribution of our 
National income among those who labor.” 

These statements, taken in conjunction with 
the vindictive guerilla warfare which leading Re- 
publicans have conducted against the Wagner Act 
while the Administration has courageously kept 
a Senate majority from bending under heavy pres- 
sure to emasculate the Act, mean that the Republi- 
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cans, if elected, will devitalize the act by amend- 
ment or by lax administration while the Demo- 
crats will undoubtedly keep the act intact, and per- 
haps, strengthen its administration. 

As to unemployment, the Republican platform 
charges the New Deal with failure to solve the 
problem and promises to put idle millions back in 
industry by restoring confidence and eliminating 
needless administrative restrictions thus “restor- 
ing lost motion to the wheels of individual enter- 
prise.” 

The Democratic platform reminds the country 
that they inherited the grave problem of unem- 
ployment from the Republican Administration— 
that they have found 9,000,000 additional jobs 
since 1933, and that they will continue to wage 
war on this gravest of all problems. 

Neither party is courageous enough to state the 
real extent of technological unemployment and to 
draw the necessary implications in the drastic re- 
ductions of the working day while at the same 
time increasing the total consumers’ wage. The 
Democrats seem to be more concerned than the 
Republicans with vocational direction of our 
youth, the further extension of our social security 
provisions, and the provisions of adequate relief 
in the meantime. We say this because the Repub- 
licans want “the administration of relief and 
social security to be left with the states with a 
minimum of Federal Control.” Anyone who has 
watched the administration of relief, or the en- 
forcement of progressive labor legislation by local 
county units in Oregon, California or Texas knows 
that this puts the Social Security programs at the 
mercy of the big planter and the big manufac- 
turer. The Republican party suddenly becomes a 
states rights party not because it fears the break- 
down of local government by a corrupt federal 
bureaucracy, but because the business interests it 
represents can better manage the local politician 
and thus prevent the federal program from inter- 
fering with their sacred law of supply and 
demand. 7 

Undoubtedly, the Republicans would not dare 
to abandon the Social Security legislation or the 
public relief structure but they would be less in- 
clined to enforce or extend the social security pro- 
gram and would not be so anxious to protect the 
unemployed from debased wage levels. There 
would be more C.C.C. than N.Y.A. and unem- 
ployed would be available for the pecan, cotton 
and lettuce crop at the prevailing wages regard- 
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less of how far they fell below the minimum sub- 
sistence level. 

In regard to business and government both 
platforms promise to protect the small business 
man. The Republicans want to protect him from 
the New Deal policy of interference and arbitrary 
regulations—while the Democrats pledge to save 
him from the unbridled concentration of economic 
power. These promises present a most difficult 
choice to the small business man (and. that in- 
cludes so large a section of our Jewish popula- 
tion). For it is true that the unemployment insur- 
ance provisions and the minimum wage act have 
fallen most heavily on the little business man and 
it will be very hard for him to decide whether 
this political “persecution” is worse than the com- 
petition of monopolies and octopus business which 
might be even less restrained under a Republican 
administration. The fact is that the small busi- 
ness man is doomed whichever way the election 
goes—if we are to compete with the completely 
regimented industry of the totalitarian states. At 
least the Brandeis influence in the New Deal 
promises that decentralization will be given a 
chance if it possibly can work and, if it cannot, 
that there will be a cushioned transition in which 
the displaced middlemen can find themselves in 
the new organization of industry. The T.V.A., 
the Grand Coulee projects and the Federal Hous- 
ing Authority for. all their caution and timidity, 
show that the New Deal is intent on preserving 
private profit industry even if it has to do so by 
competing with and supplementing that industry. 
The Republican disapproval of this government 
competition and regulation indicates that they will 
try other ways to make the profit system work and 
those other ways may be too much like those 
which led to the Corporative State in Italy and 
the totalitarian regime in Germany. Eight years 
is a long experimental period and surely the Re- 
publicans can justly claim that there has been a 
great deal of waste and inefficiency. But it must 
not be forgotten that, in many cases, efficiency 
could have been obtained only through the sacri- 
fice of our civil liberties. Let us not forget this 
when the Republican campaigners promise to 
make the valid parts of New Deal really work in 
one, two, three fashion. 


National Defense and Foreign Policy 

The Republican and Democratic platforms 
agree on the need for a national defense that 
will permit us to defend our coasts against any 
possible attack and to defend the Monroe Doc- 
trine. Aside from trying to put the blame for our 
unpreparedness on each others shoulders, there is 
no significant difference on this issue. Neither 
platform provides the reader with any details as 
to the amount of time such a program will require 
or the specific sources of the enormous budget. 
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From the appointments of Knudsen and Stettinius, 
and the nature of the contracts already awarded, 
it seems that industry’s right to a “reasonable” 
profit will not be challenged. It remains to be 
seen from the tax proposals, upon whom the 
larger burden of the cost will fall. The enormous 
power of taxation which will be vested in the 
government in the next four years will give the 
administration the power to redistribute income 
either to better equalize wealth and consumption 
or to intensify the present maldistribution. On 
this score the writer would rather take his chances 
with Roosevelt. 

The Republicans, it must be remembered, had 
the first chance to declare themselves on foreign 
policy. Their strategists believed that if they 
could make the issue one of war and peace, with 
the Democrats labelled the war party, the election 
would be in the bag for the G.O. P. They there- 
fore declared a firm opposition to involving the 
nation in foreign war. While they expressed sym- 
pathy for unoffending nations who had been in- 
vaded, they deplored “explosive utterances” di- 
rected by the President at other governments 
which imperil our peace; finally, they favored the 
extension of aid to all peoples fighting for liberty, 
provided such aid is not in violation of interna- 
tional law or prejudicial to our own national 
defense. 

In order to prevent the Republicans from pin- 
ning the war label on the donkey's tail and to 
satisfy certain isolationist elements in his own 
party, the President permitted a plank on foreign 
policy which most closely parallels the Republican. 
Thus political necessity makes hypocrites of the 
best of men. For it must have been hard on the 
conscience of the President not to mention even 
indirectly that Britain was our first line of defense 
and that a certain Hitler deserved more than the 
moral condemnation of democratic Christian citi- 
zens. It remains to be seen in the course of the 
campaign whether the Democratic spokesmen will 
take another sounding of the American heart 
and advocate more effective intervention before 
the British navy falls into Hitler’s hands. 

It is the writer’s opinion that the candidate who 
can best dramatize the issue of totalitarianism 
versus democracy and arouse the crusading spirit 
of the American people will win the election and, 
what is more, will preserve free government on 
the earth. That man is Roosevelt. 

Mr. Harold Laski, England’s most astute polit- 
ical analyst, has recently written a book on the 
American presidency, with special attention to the 
administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt. He 
pays tribute to our President’s uncanny ability to 
divine the groundswell of public opinion and in 
crucial moments to channel that opinion toward 
constructive goals. He has made the business of 
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government vivid and dynamic as Coolidge and 
Hoover made it dull. He has communicated his 
own eagerness about social issues to the public. 
Against a multitude of conflicting counsel, he 
rightly judged the arrival of the historic hour 
when the dream of the common man could be 
made real and waged a magnificent war against 
those “who conceded that political freedom was 
the business of government but that economic 
slavery was no one’s business.” He understood, 
to use Laski’s words, that, ‘‘as a people permits 
the power of a propertied class to insist on that 
denial, it embarks upon the road that leads in the 
end, to tyranny.” 


Power, Laski agrees, is a dangerous thing and 
“the temptation to abuse it, the subtlest poison 
to which a man can succumb.” But he advises us 
to grant this power to Roosevelt for great power 
alone can make great leadership possible. “It 
provides that unique chance of restoring America 
to its people.” 


These are my sentiments. I believe that the 
record of the President and his personality as it 
has hardened into character these eight years, will 
supply what the Democratic platform lacks. Ad- 
mitting his many mistakes, he has rightly plumbed 
the genius of American character, held a judi- 
cious balance between its contending parts, and 
gauged the most effective tempo of change from 
our crude, individualistic beginnings to our ma- 
ture, collectivist future. 


As for Willkie, we can only say that he will 
make an excellent campaigner. His top-notch 
publicity men will keep alive the myth of the 
amateur citizen forced on the party by the spon- 
taneous combustion of Tom, Bill and Pete. He 
will mobilize all the reactionaries and all the 
scared liberals, Democrat and Republican, around 
the third term shibboleth. He will undoubtedly 
strike a rich vein of citizenry who feel that the 
New Deal has gone far enough and that now we 
need a practical business executive who will win- 
now the chaff from the wheat. They will hide this 
primitive protection of their privileges behind 


righteous indignation against an iconoclast, a 


power-hungry dictator. He will try to out shout 
the Democrats in his zeal for national defense but 
will show his master’s voice in his insistence that 
we must be free of such red-tape as the National 
Labor Relations Act, the Minimum Wage and 
Hour Act and those civil liberties which permit 
aliens like Harry Bridges to remain as leaders of 
American labor. I do not believe that he would 
appoint as liberal a man as Jackson for attorney 
general or give the “go” signal to a LaFollette 
Civil Liberties Committee. His acceptance of a 
professional high-tariff political hack like Senator 
McNary for his running mate is another indica- 
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tion that his vigorous, independent liberalism is so 
much eye wash. 

Roosevelt’s selection of Henry Wallace, on the 
other hand, shows that he has gained the mastery 
of his party machine and is an excellent omen that 
he will more vigorously pursue the objectives of 
the New Deal. 

The third term issue, the “discovery” of 
Willkie, the departure of Garner, Farley, Burke 
and Co. from Democratic key positions, the selec- 
tion of Henry Wallace for Vice-President may © 
bring about a most healthy re-alignment of party 
lines so that we will have at least the beginning of 
a liberal and a conservative division in party afhli- 
ation. The voters in November may then have 
an honest and clear cut choice between a party 
that aims to implement democracy by basic grad- 
ual changes in our economic system and a party 
that will hamstring democracy in the interests of 
our private profit economy. 

As this issue becomes clarified, the war issue 
will be seen in a healthier perspective. We will 
intervene, if we do intervene, not merely to favor 
a subtle as against a crude imperialism but to 
encourage the formation of a federation of Euro- 
pean Commonwealths where not only the nation 
has access to raw materials but where the indi- 
vidual has access to a livelihood. If we do not 
intervene but stick to our hemisphere defenses, 
then it will be not to preserve a last refuge for 
capitalism but a League of free nations politically 
organized for defense against enemies and for the 
most efficient exploitation of our natural re- 


sources for the good of the common citizenry. 
Cc ‘ 


If Lincoln Could Read This 


The following item is gleaned from the 
pages of The Jewish Examiner of the great 
borough of Brooklyn: 





Q. Could you suggest an appropriate ‘“Angli- 
cized” name for Abraham? L. I. R. 


A. It is a pity that the name has become some- 
thing to be scrupulously avoided by Jewish parents 
bestowing names on their young. Once this was the 
most popular name among Jews, and for an excellent 
reason. “Abraham”, in the opinion of this depart- 
ment (which, being dedicated to fact, is knowingly 
overstepping the bounds) has a dignified, majestic 
ring; we see no reason why it should fall into disuse. 


However, since L. I. R. obviously wishes some 
other names, we suggest (in fact, we urge!) the 
transliteration into English of the Hebrew name: 
Avruhum, Avru’m, or Ovrim. Anything else is pale 
and meaningless; names (beginning with A as in 
Abraham) which leave us especially cold are Arthur, 
Alfred, Albert; Arnold and so on. 


P. S.—May we offer a suggestion? It 
does not begin with an A, but Yasha would 
do in a pinch. 








_ 
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Home on Mount Carmel 





HE LAST letter to reach me from Aunt 

Masha, who lives in Haifa, arrived before the 
outbreak of the war. As usual she sorrowed over 
Paris. Why had she left Paris, beautiful Paris 
with wide boulevards, with comfortable homes, 
with peace? Before his death on Mount Carmel, 
Uncle Vladimir would also write mournfully of 
Paris, where even old people to whom walking 
came hard, could get a taxi for a few francs to the 
Bois de Boulogne and sit for an hour or two under 
sunlit chestnut trees, or perhaps sip an occasional 
liquer in a sidewalk cafe near the Place de L’Opera 
and still feel part of the gay, teeming world which 
streamed past the table. True, there was sunshine 
enough on Mount Carmel, but life there was lone- 
ly, isolated. Housekeeping was more complicated, 
and to cap it all, the riots broke out. A difficult 
existence for feeble folk past seventy ! 


And yet despite this nostalgia, they had not been 
happy in Paris. I remembered my visit to them 
there in the first year of Hitler, 1933. The old 
couple had been living in France since the Bol- 
shevik revolution—emigres because Uncle Vlad- 
imir had been the director of the Russian branch 
of a great English firm which promptly closed its 
Moscow branch at the outbreak of the revolution. 
Bourgeois, therefore suspect, no longer young, dis- 
carded by the new order, they had managed to 
leave Russia. Permission to depart had been 
given because of Uncle Vladimir’s bad legs. In 
former days there had been trips to Bad Nauheim 
or Weisbaden for cures and treatments; and now 
the Revolution, which found no use for his bright 
eyes and keen mind, permitted the frail body, pain- 
fully propelled by crutches, to escape. Aunt 
Masha had succeeded in smuggling a few domestic 
treasures intrepidly past the officials at the border. 
Russia became the past. 


Since their arrival in Paris they had lived com- 
fortably enough on a pension provided by the firm 
which Uncie Vladimir had served for thirty years. 
They had found a roomy apartment on the ground 
floor of a pleasant house. The concierge was 
friendly and helpful. Aunt Masha brushed up her 
gymnasium French sufficiently to shop in the neigh- 
borhood stores for freshly shelled peas, the best 
petit fromage, and tiny fragrant wild strawberries. 
Uncle Vladimir sat immured in his study which 
overlooked the street and read endlessly, striving 
to employ the active intelligence which had been 
cast aside by his world. 


When I saw them they were leading the typical 
life of expatriates. The Russian paper published 
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in Paris was still being read more eagerly than the 
French one duly delivered every day. Their 
circle of acquaintances was restricted to a few old 
people like themselves who had also fled from the 
revolution. Occasionally, very occasionally, one 
of these acquaintances would drop in. Aunt 
Masha would bring out her finest linen and some 
silverware saved from the Russian debacle, and 
they would drink tea out of glasses in silver con- 
tainers, decorously exchanging bits of personal and 
political comment: This Hitler nonsense wouldn’t 
last; the German people wouldn’t stand for it. 
Hadn’t Uncle Vladimir been treated by cultivated, 
sympathetic surgeons in Berlin? But whichever 
way the conversation turned, the central question 
always was: What news from Russia? Any letter 
from Russia—the Russia for which one longed, 


which one had always loved despite Czar or 
Bolshevik. 


Aunt Masha had no kind words for her com- 
munist emancipators. Each time she sent a pack- 
age of clothes and medications to a sister in Lenin- 
grad unable to procure these necessaries, she would 
mutter: Razboiniki (brigands). Uncle Vladimir 
would try to soothe her. After all, one niece was 
a lawyer, a nephew was a professor of chemistry. 
The young people were making progress, were 
prospering. One should be fair, he would counsel, 
but Aunt Masha would make no allowances for the 
exigencies of the revolution. The world upheaval 
had invaded her home, had brought dirt and chaos 
where there had been punctilious and exquisite 
order. She would harp with particular bitterness 
on the “dirtiness’’ of the revolutionaries. Soldiers 
had been quartered in her fanatically tidy apart- 
ment. She and her husband had been relegated 
to one room from which she watched in anguish 
the soiling of damask sofas, the tearing of. real 
lace curtains, much of it her own handiwork, the 
marring of mahogany tables. And the filth on the 
staircase! Even her maid of years had gone over 
to the enemy. Who was the Barinya (mistress) 
anyway? Aunt Masha’s housewifely, orderly soul 
had been almost as sharply wounded by the imme- 
diate miring and breaking of her household gods 
as by the expropriation of her possessions and her 
enforced exile. Havoc was havoc whatever form 
it took! 


Even before their departure from Russia she 
had found it hard to keep her indignation un- 
voiced. Once after waiting for hours on one of 
those interminable lines for a ration of meat, she 
had received a morsel so small and ill-smelling, 
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that unable to contain herself, she had called out: 
“Stick it under his nose,” pointing to a large 
poster of Lenin decorating the wall. No one had 
bothered the little, elderly “bourgeois” for her 
lese majeste, but an acquaintance who had wit- 
nessed the scene, hastily telephoned Uncle Vlad- 
imir urging him to make sure his wife committed 
no further follies. The authorities might not 
always be so tolerant. 


And now, in Paris, Aunt Masha mourned over 
the destruction the Bolsheviks had wrought in her 
neat Home, her painstaking existence, her hus- 
band’s laborious life. ‘“‘As if that wasn’t work,” 
she would say bitterly. 


They broached the subject of Palestine to me 
after a particularly charming drive through the 
Uncle Vladimir had managed to get 
out of the taxi with his crutches and the assistance 
of the chauffeur whom, to my astonishment, he 
addressed in Russian. ‘They’re all Russian noble- 
men,” Aunt Masha whispered to me quite as a 
matter of fact without any attempt at wise-crack- 
ing. And sure enough, by some lucky chance, the 
chauffeur answered in Russian—one emigre to 
another—with the courtesy due a patron, Jew or 
no Jew. We had eaten an ice at one of the bright 
booths surrounded by flowers, had watched the 
children rolling hoops, but afterwards, back in 
Rue Claire, Uncle Vladimir, again tethered to his 
desk, had suggested suddenly: “‘Perhaps we should 
go to Palestine?’ Uncle Vladimir developed his 
plan. The pension would take care of their needs. 
After all, they were strangers in Paris and they 
would die among strangers. I thought with dread 
of the long journey for my aunt whose sight was 
failing, for my uncle who could not walk. Besides 
they were not Zionists, only Jews. Palestine drew 
them because a handful of old friends and rela- 
tives had migrated in the last catastrophic years. 
They would be less alone. 


Before I left, Aunt Masha insisted that I take 
some family heirlooms back to America. There 
were many large photographs of assorted cousins 
and uncles. ‘I don’t want the concierge to throw 
them out when I die,” Aunt Masha had said. A 
delicately embroidered white blouse—exquisite 
needlework of long ago; “I only wear black now,” 
she explained; a large brass hen in which one 
boiled eggs over a small alcohol flame—a marvel- 
ous contraption received as a wedding gift nearly 
fifty years before; and, finally, there came forth 
Uncle Vladimir’s shuba, an old-fashioned, squirrel- 
lined coat in which he had left Russia, and which 
had lain carefully preserved in moth balls all these 
years. “You see,” Aunt Masha said, “‘it’s hot in 
Palestine.” So I knew that Zion still called. 
Whenever my aunt meditated: on that ultimate 
scene when the concierge would cast away her life’s 
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treasures on some alien rubbish heap, she would 
end up with some mention of Palestine. 


I saw them again several years later in Haifa 
during the riots. No, they were not happy. The 
loneliness of age, of inactivity, of failing powers, 
was just as oppressive, and the physical comforts 
available were far fewer. Getting off Mount 
Carmel was no simple matter if one couldn’t walk 
to the bus on the road. Aunt Masha would val- 
iantly take the bus to town for marketing, Arabs 
or no Arabs, but Uncle Vladimir sat imprisoned on 
his beautiful terrace with only the magnificent 
view of mountain and ravine for solace. Their 
house was white, sunlit, completely modern in 
design and architecture; their furniture: was new, 
pure and straight in line, infinitely more attractive 
than the heavy musty furniture of the Paris apart- 
ment. There was even an electric range in the 
kitchen, the usual oil-ranges being too smoky for 
Aunt Masha’s meticulous soul. But despite these 
twentieth century innovations on Mount Carmel, 
they suffered from the unaccustomed climate, the 
unaccustomed food, the unaccustomed language. 
It was too late for Aunt Masha to learn Hebrew, 
though she could talk German to the refugees. 
Uncle Vladimir who understood Hebrew would 
read Davar, but it was too late for him also—too 
late to merge into this new order. If only they 
were back in Paris! 


However, when I received the letter telling me 
that Uncle Vladimir had died and been buried in 
Palestinian earth, I was sure that Aunt Masha felt 
less desolate than if he had lain in some strange 
Paris cemetery. And almost anyone on Mount 
Carmel must have seemed more kin than even the 
best-intentioned French concierge. 


I have not heard from Aunt Masha since Hit- 
ler’s hosts have marched past the Arc de Tri- 
omphe, not far from where we used to have an 
ice of a pleasant afternoon. What does my old 
aunt, sitting on Mount Carmel, think of the new 
chaos let loose in the world trampling down dear 
images? Her few French coins, kept in a little 
red velvet box to show to children, are no longer 
valid. They are marked Liberte, ianies Frater- 
nite—outworn currency. 


I do not like to think of what her fate would 
have been if, too weak and aged to flee, she would 
have still been carefully dusting her rooms on 
Rue Claire when the swastika rose over Paris. 


Perhaps the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
honored in her heart, led the old Jewesss to a 
spot not too far from Mother Rachel’s grave. 


No, whatever happens, it is home on Mount 
Carmel. 


Meyer Lax 





LAX, one of the few young American 
Jews who have left the comforts of home in a 
free country to cast their lot with the pioneering 
labor movement of Palestine, has been killed in 
the bombardment of Haifa by Italian planes. 

For the past eleven months, since the outbreak 
of the war, we have been hoping that the Jews of 
Palestine, such a large number of whom had but 
recently escaped the inferno of Germany and 
Austria and Poland would not have to experience 
again the terror of war. But it was fated other- 
wise. After the bitter cup of persecution in Eu- 
rope and terrorist attacks by fascist inspired and 
financed Arabs, Palestine Jews are now the targets 
of Italian bombs. In the first serious attack on 
Haifa one hundred bombs were dropped. Forty- 
six people were killed and nearly one hundred 
wounded. Among those killed was also Meyer 
Lax who came into the city bringing the produce of 
his settlement Afikim. 

Meyer was born in Poland but his family set- 
tled in the U. S. when he was but two years old. 
His childhood and youth were spent in Minne- 
apolis. In the late twenties the entire family 
moved to Chicago. When he came of age Meyer 
joined the small group of young people who were 
preparing to pioneer in Palestine. After working 
on the training farm of the Hechalutz organiza- 
tion in Minnesota, where he came to be liked as 
a responsible worker and a devoted comrade, he 
left for Palestine in 1934. Together with a group 
of other Americans Meyer Lax joined the collec- 
tive settlement Afikim. 

At that time Afikim consisted of an idealistic 
group of young workers from Russia and America, 
one two-story house, a water tower and many great 
plans for a collective workers’ village. Where to 
get the money to invest in developing the land, to 
plant fruit trees and to build houses, was a prob- 
lem and it was then decided by the group to 
engage in transporting the local produce from the 
neighboring settlements to the cities and to apply 
the income from this venture to the development 
of their own agricultural economy. 

Being a truck driver in the U. S. is not a very 
romantic nor inspiring calling. But it is not so in 
Palestine. A great deal of determination, endur- 
ance and self sacrifice is required. The driver 
from a labor settlement has no rest by day or by 
night. In the city he has to find a paying load to 
haul back. On the way he has to economize on 
every cent spent, for the money properly belongs 
to the entire group to which he belongs. After 
the spring of 1936 when the Arab attacks began 
the truck driver was beset by danger every foot 
of the way. It depended on his courage whether 


the city will get a good share of its food supply, 
whether the village will market its products, and 
above all, whether the fascist organized Arab 
bands would succeed in cutting communications 
between one Jewish settlement and another. 

When the drivers unit at Afikim was organized, 
it was with some misgivings that Meyer Lax was 
included. After all, they thought, he was Ameri- 
can, used to easier ways of living. Would he 
become accustomed to the hard work and to the 
dangers lurking behind every rock and bush along 
the way? 

The experiment was made and it was successful. 
The same spirit of determination which led Meyer 
to leave a life of relative ease in the United States 
he manifested in his new work. In 1938 he was 
lightly wounded. He was then driving from 
Afikim to Haifa. There were four other people 
in the truck. Near Nazareth they were ambushed 
by Arabs and Meyer was wounded in the arm. 
But he did not lose control of himself and con- 
tinued at the wheel until a place of safety had 
been reached. 

This time too he was struck while performing 
his work, the unheroic day by day tasks of the 
working man and pioneer who plows and sows and 
hauls the products of his labors to the consumer. 

The death of Meyer Lax was not an accident 
resulting from the Italian attempt to destroy vital 
military positions. On the contrary, it was merely 
a continuation of the fascist campaign of murder 
and destruction that had been going on for a num- 
ber of years. The Jewish community in Palestine 
with its free democratic institutions and strong 
labor movement has long been a thorn in the side 
of fascist Italy and Nazi Germany. They hated 
to see Jews exiled from their own dominions set 
up a free and prospering community in the Near 
East. The destruction of Jewish Palestine is an 
integral part of the fascist program for enslaving 
and ruling over the peoples of the world. That 
is why Italian propaganda incited Arabs to vio- 
lence and German money and officers organized 
the predatory bands since 1936. The bombs that 
fell on Haifa are a continuation of the same 
campaign within the framework of a much broader 
conflict. 

There will no doubt be additional bombings and 
more people will have to pay with their lives. For 
there can be no security for human life and no 
respect for human dignity anywhere in the world 
as long as Italian fascism and German Nazism 
continue to rule. To Mussolini’s son the bursting 
of a bomb among a group of people was “like the 
unfolding of a rose.”” To the Nazi war is the 
highest attainment in life. Only the destruction 
of these regimes that glorify violence and blood- 
shed can again assure us of a measure of peace and 
opportunity to shape our lives as we see fit. 











JEWISH FRONTIER ~ 





fast 
the} 
as t 
trot 
the 

the 

imp 
unh 
entr 
tion 


pass 


Fro 


ies 

pres 
wov 
Jew 
ally 
said 
tury 
of | 
his 

char 
Sem 
dep: 
pati 
roug 
king 
the 

Mai 
to o 
few 
Step 
was 
niqu 
tion. 
adoy 
his — 
first 
to p 
desc 


Aar 
Ir 


mart 
of J 
seek 
Run 
On . 
tion 


Mol 








ER PP AucustT, 1940 


















































ply, | . . ; a 
«1 Rumania — Classic Land of Anti-Semitism 
ions by Herman Eichenthal 





zed, pepe BENJAMIN of Tudela visited Wal- before the real criminal was brought to trial. In 
was lachia around 1165 A. D., and in his laconic 1714 another case occurred in this city, with sim- 
neri- fashion wrote of its inhabitants that: “Whenever ilar results. Later John Mavrocordatos, a vicious 
1 he they meet an Israelite they rob but never kill him, degenerate who ruled Moldavia from 1744 to 
| the as they do the Greeks,” the famed medieval glob- 1747, made himself so hated that the Turkish 


long trotter was stating Rumania’s Jewish policy for pashas were forced to remove him. 

the next 800 years, except that, from time to time, After a short interval of comparative calm, the 
sful. the various rulers reverted to a policy of strict first Russo-Turkish war broke out in 1769 and 
eyer impartiality. The latest anti-Jewish edicts in that the invasion of the Russians was accompanied by 
fates unhappy kingdom are not mer ely the result of its widespread Jewish massacres, a process that was 
was entry into the axis sphere, but represent a resump- to continue for over a hundred years. Again in 
rom tion of its traditional Jewish policy. 1812, the Kalmucks appeared at Bucharest, and 
ne The record of Rumania is well-nigh unsur- began a systematic terrorization of Jews which 
wine passed, even in this day of ubiquitous Hamans. lasted for a number of years. 
waa From the earliest settlement of Moldavia and The reverberations of the revolutions of 1848 
had Wallachia in the thirteenth and fourteenth centur- could not fail to affect Rumania. Jews in con- 

ies down to their union in 1859, and up to the siderable numbers rallied to the cause and many 
ning present day, the thread of anti-Semitism is inter- Jost their lives, including the well-known painter, 
ie woven in the pattern of Rumanian history. Anti- Daniel Rosenthal. In the movement for union of 
<a Jewish agitation in Rumania divides itself natur- the two principalities, at the end of the Crimean 
andi ally into two distinct periods. The first may be War, both Unionists and anti-Unionists courted 


dail said to date from the middle of the fifteenth cen- Jewish support, each promising them full equality. 
tury, when Vlad Tzepesh, “The Impaler,” ruler [pn 1859 union was effected, with Prince Alexander 


or of Wallachia from 1456 to 1462 began to vent Cuyza as the first ruler, and there began the second 
lie his sadism on the handful of Jews, and may be or “modern” phase in Rumanian anti-Semitism. 
eheie characterized as the primitive era, when anti- Anxious to increase his finances, Cuza drafted a 
stine Semitism manifested itself largely in the personal constitution in 1864 which provided for universal 
rong depredations of the rulers, with little or no partici- suffrage but required the Jewish community to pay 
side pation from the people as a whole. It lasted a lump sum for the privilege. When this was not 


weed roughly about four centuries until 1859, when the promptly forthcoming, he inserted a clause in the 
kingdom of Rumania was formed by the union of draft granting the vote only to those professing 


s set ere . : . , 
Tent the principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia. Christianity. This had the effect of relegating 
s an | Many of the early vintage Hitlers have gone down the Jews to the status of “strangers”, a classifica- 
ving to oblivion, but it may be instructive to recall a tion reserved for them by successive anti-Semitic 
That | few of the names that have been see administrations to this day. 

er in 1522 ‘ 
Vi0~ stniguee yee i segs pager bee pea Prince Carol von Hohenzollern, who succeeded 
-_ egg ethene Jews sigs purpose of extor- Cuza in 1866, was greeted on his arrival at Bucha- 
that “Scalia rest b io i , i i 
ame | tion. Then came Alexander Lapushneanu, who pli on ri 7 aie = — - — his 
, i eatures of : agp : on bratianu as 
ader adopted this method and added a few f Wine Mlstee aid theme tewnirainew-churann a 

his own. Shortly thereafter there occurred the cis lanaiiiehden baer en a Av 

1 1 a 2 o thi ig 

wail first of those tragic phenomena that were destined ieias tine tabi iieatalie-anel pai — — 
F to play such a painful part in Jewish history—a prey santeenaaee M d tsa a , and, 

we descendant of Jews, in this case one, Emanuel nsiDly, frowned upon by the govern- 
1 no A turning anti-Semitic on attaining power ment. Bratianu, a shrewd politician who styled 
orld aliens himself a “liberal”, was the first official to make 
zism In 1648 the Cossacks crossed Rumania to anti-Semitism an integral feature of government 
ting march against the Poles and massacred a number policy. He began hunting through archives for 
- the of Jews. At the same time great numbers of Jews obsolete anti-Jewish measures, and revived and 
the seeking to escape the Polish soldiery poured into expanded them. Wholesale expulsions of Jews 
tion Rumania and many were caught in the cross-fire. from towns and villages were instituted; they were 
00d- On April 5, 1710, the first ritual murder accusa- beaten and robbed, and many were hunted out of 
and tion was brought against the Jews in Meantz, the country. Large numbers, classified as va- 


Moldavia and resulted in the killing of five Jews grants, were shunted across the Danube, and being 
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refused admission by Turkey, were drowned. In 
response to shocked protests from foreign gov- 
ernments all over the world, Bratianu was re- 
called and was succeeded by a “conservative” 
regime which, under the cloak of tolerance, carried 
out the same policy, by more “legal’’ means. In 
1876 Bratianu returned to power; with the mount- 
ing tension over the imminent Russo-Turkish war, 
the lot of the Jews was an unenviable one. 

At the conclusion of the war in 1878, the gov- 
ernments of Europe convened at Berlin to recast 
the Treaty of San Stefano, and to establish peace 
in the Balkans. As a condition of sovereignty, 
Rumania was ordered to guarantee equal civil 
rights for all its’ minorities. Article 44 of the 
Treaty embodied this provision in these terms: 
‘“‘No one shall be denied the right of suffrage on 
grounds of religion or nationality.” After numer- 
ous uprisings throughout the country, Article 7 
of the 1864 Constitution was withdrawn, but in- 
stead of this, a clause was slipped in which all but 
invalidated Article 44 of the Treaty: “The natur- 
alization of aliens not under foreign protection 
should in every individual case be decided by 
Parliament.” 

Since some show of compliance was necessary, 
883 Jewish veterans of the war of 1877 against 
Turkey were naturalized en bloc. Fifty-seven 
persons, voted on as individuals, were naturalized 
in 1880; 6 in 1881; 2 each in 1882 and 1863; and 
18 from 1886 to 1900; in all 85 Jews in twenty- 
one years, of whom 27 had died in the interval. 

The nullification of Article 44 signallized in 
effect a declaration of war against Rumanian 
Jewry. Laws were passed which aimed at the 
complete elimination of Jews from the commercial 
life of the country. Though business men and 
professionals were the first to feel them, the laws 
spared no one, even peddlers being affected. About 
forty per cent of the working men were driven 
into idleness. Typical of the period is the law of 
March 17, 1884, on “peripatetic commerce,” 
which deprived several thousand peddlers of their 
livelihood. 

Soon after, anti-Jewish legislation was given a 
new turn. As a corollary to the economic and 
political measures, social restrictions of the most 
stringent sort were now invoked. Thus in 1893 
a law was passed providing that instruction in the 
primary grades be free for ‘“Rumanians” only. 
“Aliens” must pay tuition and, even then, were 
to be accepted only if there was enough room. A 
subsequent law of March 23, 1898, excluded Jews 
from secondary and higher schools, and this one 
was followed by a law barring them from profes- 
sional and agricultural institutions as well. Con- 


ditons were not improved even after the protest 
of U. S. Secretary of State Hay, on August 2, 
1902. 











The abortive Russian uprisings of 1905-06, 
caused uneasiness among the party cliques of 
Rumania. Aware of the discontent on the part of 
its own impoverished peasantry, they decided to 
divert them with a violent anti-Jewish campaign. 
The results of this drive were curious. At the 
outset, the peasants bore down on Jewish villagers 
and commenced a general looting and plundering. 
Then, unexpectedly, and with the pent-up fury of 
years of privation, they turned from their Jewish 
“oppressors” on the Boyar land-owners. But 
whereas they had contented themselves with loot- 
ing the Jews, they resorted to violence and even 
outright killings against the agrarian nobility. In 
reply to this outburst the government launched a 
new form of “pacification”. All Jews remaining 
in the smaller agricultural communities were or- 
dered to leave and their property was confiscated. 
After some measure of order had been restored 
and Jews attempted to return to their homes, they 
found them barred. Thus, a total of more than 
7,000 men, women and children were driven out 
of their homes; among them, one who had lived 
there uninterruptedly for 58 years, and another 
who had five sons in the army and had resided in 
the same town fifty years. 

The Balkan Wars of 1912-13, which were soon 
followed by the outbreak of the first World War, 
brought a new chapter of tribulations to Rumanian 
Jewry. Though they fought with signal bravery 
by the side of their countrymen and had a higher 
proportionate representation in the army than 
non-Jews, this did not spare them from humiliating 
and brutal persecutions. During the mobilization 
of 1915, Jews living near the boundaries of Aus- 
tria and Hungary were summarily evicted from 
their homes under the subterfuge of the espionage 
laws. With Rumania’s entry into the war in 
August, 1916, conditions became harsher. The 
men at the front were treated as spies and traitors 
while the Jewish population in general was sub- 
jected to imprisonment, deportations extortionate 
taxes, plundering and floggings. Typhus-infected 
soldiers were forcibly quartered in Jewish homes, 
resulting in the deaths of uncounted numbers of 
Jews. 

With the conclusion of the war, the question of 
Rumania’s Jewish minority came once again to the 
conference table. Since Rumania was to acquire 
the territories of Bessarabia, Bukowina and Tran- 
sylvania, thus increasing its Jewish population by 
over 500,000, she was made to sign a declaration 
granting to Jews, once and for all, unequivocal citi- 
zenship rights. A specific clause to this effect was 
inserted in the Minorities Treaty of 1920; viz., 
“Rumania undertakes to recognize as Rumanian 
nationals ipso facto and without the requirements 
of any formality Jews inhabiting any Rumanian 
territory who do not possess another nationality.” 





JewisH FRONTIER § 











qu 





5-06, 
s of 
rt of 
d to 
aign. 
+ the 
gers 
ring. 
-y of 
wish 
But 
loot- 
even 
In 
eda 
ining 
2 oFr- 
ated. 
ored 
they 
than 
1 out 
lived 
other 
od in 


soon 
WV ar, 
nian 
very 
gher 
than 
ating 
ation 
Aus- 
from 
nage 
rin 
The 
itors 
sub- 
ynate 
~cted 
mes, 
-s of 


yn. of 
)» the 
juire 
‘ran- 
n by 
ation 
‘Citi- 
was 
VIZ., 
nian 


1ents 
nian 
= ” 





: AucGust, 1940 








But a method of circumventing this pledge was 
found in the nationality law of 1924, requiring ap- 
plicants for citizenship to submit proof of ten 
years’ continuous residence in the same place be- 
fore December 1, 1918. Owing to repeated ex- 
pulsions and the trials of war, many thousands of 
Jews were unable to produce this evidence, and 
were thus condemned to the status of ‘‘Stateless’’. 
On the other hand, those granted citizenship were 
liable to lose it on protest of a third party, and a 
twenty-day period was allowed for such protest. 
However, in 1932, the period was extended to 
thirty days. But this was not enough for the 
zealots. In October, 1936, they demanded a 
revision of the citizenship grants to minorities on 
the pretext that many had obtained them illegally. 
This would have been too flagrant a violation of 
the Treaty, so the same objective was accom- 
plished in another manner. The law of 1932 was 
made retroactive to 1924, thus permitting protests 
against applications made since then. In short, 
to quote Israel Cohen (Nineteenth Century: 
and After March, 1938), ““The Attorney-General 
had the right without any parliamentary sanction to 
rescind the citizenship of members of the minori- 
ties who had received it twelve years ago, in all 
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cases in which he might deem the ground of protest 
to be valid.” In consequence many thousands of 
Jews had already lost their citizenship before — 
Goga came to power, in 1938. 

In that election, the National Christian Party 
of Goga and Cuza received ten per cent of the 
vote, but Goga was called to the Premiership by 
King Carol, to form a “Nationalist” government. 
The debacle of that regime is still fresh in every- 
one’s memory. Goga sought to placate Cod- 
reanu’s anti-Semitic Iron Guard while at the same 
time keeping up the pretense of liberalism for the 
benefit of foreign governments. He lasted forty- 
five days. 

His successor, the Patriarch Miron Christea, 
offered no alleviation of anti-Jewish agitation. 
Though one of the highest ecclesiastical authorities 
in the country, he had long been known to espouse 
the cause of anti-Semitism. In the leading anti- 
Semitic newspaper, Curentul, as recently as August, 
1937, he had accused the Jews of “living on the 
back of other people, and on our own back, the 
back of Rumania, like parasites.” 

Developments after that, and since the new 
European war, have all tended in the same direc- 
tion. Rumania clings steadfastly to its anti- 
Semitic heritage. 


Can the Jews Survive 


in a Totalitarian World? 


by Oscar Karbach 





|} seeqget the past weeks of hysterical excite- 
ment and feverish discussion the pessimistic 
hypothesis that Jewry and Judaism cannot survive 
a collapse of the present conditions of life based 
on Christian civilization and democracy has been 
approved with rare unanimity as an incontestable 


fact. Since Christianity has accompanied only 


the latter half and democracy only the last thir- 
tieth part of Jewish history and Jews have seen 
the rise and disappearance of realms and religions 
throughout 4,000 years, this unanimity expresses 
a deep-rooted feeling that Judaism for the first 
time has degenerated under the dissolving influ- 
ence of the last century into a mere appendage of 
the present cultural and economic situation of 
civilized mankind, and is doomed to disappear to- 
gether with the present epoch. The turmoil of 
wars and revolutions would thus only precipitate 
an already inevitable outcome. 


The time is ripe for a close examination of this 
question of life or death. 





During the epoch of liberalism the culture of 
those nations which formed and directed inde- 
pendent states produced a nearly inevitable assimi- 
lating influence on all affected minorities, including 
the Jews. But a wholesale identification of the 
totalitarian era with dissimilation would be abso- 
lutely wrong. The right to assimilate has become 
an attribute of the powerful. While we might 
see the forced dissolution of the French or the 
British nation by splitting off such peoples as the 
Basques, Walloons, Welshmen and Scotch, the 
power of the German Empire precludes any idea 
of a separation of the different Germanic tribes 
and will probably result in an assimilation of the 
Czechs and other comparatively small groups. 
On the other hand, the elimination of German . 
Jewry from the social, economic and cultural life 
of that country was probably resorted to partly 
in order to utilize the political effects of the mod- 
ern brand of anti-Semitism at home and abroad. 
Thus the great danger to the survival of Judaism, 
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annihilation by equality, has been excluded. For 
we ought to realize that equal rights for the Jews 
within the framework of a totalitarian state would 
mean nothing else than an extremely rapid and 
complete fusion. 

What are the real chances for such a survival 
today? Even if we incline to a cautious outlook, 
we must admit that an announcement of final 
doom is premature. The tragic events in Ger- 
many, Austria and Czecho-Slovakia ought not to 
be separated from those in Poland and the Low- 
lands and from the conduct of the new World 
War. Moreover, the Germans consider their 
country and the European continent the helms- 
man’s post for the rule over a vast empire or even 
of this planet. They opposed the presence of 
Jews within the very center of power, and in 
order to speed Jewish mass emigration, they have 
embarked on a very successful policy of intimida- 
tion. Thus Germany has made possible, even 
after the declaration of war, a process of evacua- 
tion and has supported the legal and the so-called 
illegal immigration into Palestine in spite of the 
Nazi pro-Arab propaganda. 


Today we cannot form a clear idea of the 
general conditions of life in a unified totalitarian 
world, but till now nothing has occurred that 
should prevent us from assuming that the Jews too 
would have their allotted tasks and place. 

There is already a lot of speculation about a 
Jewish “reservation” in case of a totalitarian re- 
shaping of the world. I doubt if the Nazi power 
will actually concentrate millions of men, not only 
of Jewish faith but also of Jewish extraction, into 
one area. The gimlet eyes of the Nazi politicians 
will surely discover that such a restricted area may 
become the nucleus of a new world-power, apt to 
appear as another Japan at the next turn of his- 
tory. If the Lublin reservation should actually be 
repeated in peacetime and beyond the boun- 
daries of Europe, we may rather expect a number 
of disconnected reservations, scattered throughout 
the Western hemisphere, Africa and Asia, without 
a common organization and probably without any 
facilities for an interchange of ideas and cultural 
values. 

From the point of view of a free citizen this 
prospect is dark enough. But it does not inevit- 
ably rule out the existence of Jews nor does it 
appear to be an exception to the presumable stand- 
ard of life of other vanquished nations in a 
regimented world. It is now impossible to think 
of Jewish problems in 19th century terms. We 
ought to avoid the erroneous comparisons of the 
reservations of the future with the ghetto of the 
past. Both cannot be separated from the back- 
ground of their periods. Our ancestors in the 


ghetto hardly wished to change places with the 
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bondmen, the true representatives of Gentile life 
in the agrarian era, and the Jews of the future 
restricted areas may not see much to long for out- 
side their dwelling-places. 

Undoubtedly those decisive measures will cause 
suffering, pain and despair beyond, imagination 
and will crush the power of resistance of many a 
Jew. But the major disasters of our history have 
always served to select the strongest elements and 
to revive the attachment of the half-hearted ones. 
Tremendous masses are already forced into migra- 
tion, not only Jews, not only large parts of the 
populations of the conquered countries, but also 
hundreds of thousands of Germans from the Bal- 
tic states, from South Tyrol, Russia and South 
America. However, the world will survive these 
shifts and will regain its balance, lost forty years 
ago. A few quiet years may cause astonishing 
adjustments and a new generation may look back 
upon our period with the same cool historical de- 
tachment as we look upon our history in Spain. 

Today we cannot imagine how the general and 
the Jewish condition of life may be after the world 
will have moved into barracks. But had an aver- 
age Jew at the time of the Jewish kingdom not 
shuddered at the thought that the babble of his 
local prophet may turn out true? 

More than once we have passed through peri- 
ods of economic regimentation, individual humilia- 
tion, intellectual repression and social isolation. 
We have paid heavy tolls in life and suffered phy- 
sical and moral degradation. But always we de- 
veloped the best of our abilities as soon as the 
dark clouds dispersed. Imprisoned in the ghetto, 
we have produced scholars, physicians and poets. 
Even during the period of liberalism the bulk of 
Jewry lived under half-liberal or anti-liberal rule. 
That time is stained by the worst pogroms in 250 
years and the great Jewish center in the United 
States, as well as the Zionist movement, are chiefly 
products of anti-Semitism that flourished in the 
liberal and democratic Europe. 

For more than sixty years a shrewd and effec- 
tive anti-Jewish policy has been built up until, in 
an ever growing degree, it became an indispens- 
able tool of the fascist brand of revolution and 
imperialism. We are still awaiting the historian 
who will describe the political background of the 
contemporary history of the Jews, from the first 
anti-Semitic meeting in Berlin only a few years 
after the foundation of the Second Reich, or 
rather from the proceedings against Captain Drey- 
fuss by the French general staff (at the very 
moment when the same general staff was happy 
to find a powerful ally in Czarist Russia after 25 
years of isolation) up to the anti-Semitic evolution 
of such trusty friends of Jewish equality as Italy, 
Yugoslavia and Bulgaria were until very recently. 
That anti-Semitic policy cannot be separated from 
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the loss of the balance of power and from the 
preparations for a new distribution of the world. 
We are entitled to hope that a final settlement of 
these questions will eliminate the most realistic and 
important causes for contemporary anti-Semitic 
policy. 

As at former critical moments of our history, 
we are again contemporaries of a struggle for the 
domination of our planet that is now entering its 
decisive phase. Today we begin to realize that 
the center of that landslide was situated in Ger- 
many. The indications of this cataclysm were not 
perceptible everywhere with the same violence. 
Since 1918 the large Jewish centers of Central 
Europe were already depending on. the support 
of the Western democracies, based on their politi- 
cal and military influence. Every variation in 
that influence immediately resulted in a change 
of the actual position of Central European Jewry. 
In fact, those Jews were little more than Kam- 
merknechte of the League of Nations. After the 
United States decided to stay out of the League, 
the effective powers behind the League were 
France and Great Britain. These powers were 
“the public opinion,” “the world conscience” so 
often quoted by Jewish leaders throughout the 
world. Foreign guarantees tried in vain to secure, 
by means of an artificial system of minority-rights, 
the legal and economic position of the Jews 
against the onslaughts of their own fellow-citizens, 
who only recently had fought together with them 
in the same trenches. 


The psychological effect of this tension upon 
the Jews in Central Europe was obvious. Many 
years before the actual abrogation of their eman- 
cipation, they fell prey to a distinct feeling of 
uneasiness and uncertainty. Even during the few 
years of comparatively assured prosperity, the 
birth-rate decreased rapidly, the young people 
emigrated and a desperate cynicism spread. The 
prolonged agony of suspense paved the way for 
the psychological holocaust of the approaching 
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disaster. If, anywhere, history has such a fatal 
denouement in store again, its consequences will 
be aggravated by the duration of the transition- 
period and the lack of appropriate physical and 
intellectual preparedness. 


When the worst comes to the worst, the sur- 
vival of Jewry will once again depend, above 
all, on the natural perseverance of our people. 
This inner power is not supported by any kind of 
organization which the secret police of any totali- 
tarian system could annihilate on the very day of 
its victory. However, an intelligent psychological 
training of the Jewish masses, together with per- 
manent information on the changes, dangers and 
backgrounds of the situation, would be very useful 
for the mitigation of the inevitable shocks, for the 
shaping of a well-founded public opinion and for 
the elimination of misunderstandings among our- 
selves. Thus the science of the psychologists may 
yet become an instrument of real importance for 
the spiritual comfort and vitality of many a Jew. 


But even now we have already obtained two 
exceedingly significant victories. The overwhelm- 
ing majority of the Jewish victims of the European 
collapse have manifested a remarkable vitality and 
have emerged from their great trial as calm and 
courageous as have their ancestors at the time of 
Titus and the crusades. Moreover, Jewish soli- 
darity, apparently seriously weakened by the secu- 
larization of Judaism, indifference and numerous 
brands of assimilation during the nineteenth cen- 
tury, shows today an encouraging renaissance. 


Since totalitarian regimentation cannot be di- 
rected against our particular mental character, 
these two facts confirm in a thoroughly realistic 
way our hopes for a survival of Jewry. We are 
today confronted with events unparalleled in our 
very ancient history nor even comparable with the 
gradual decay of the Roman Empire. Dark days 
may be before us. But our chances of surviving 
this period are greater than those of any other 


small people and even of many a great one. 











FOR 
VACATION ENJOYMENT. 





THE UTMOST IN 
ON LAKE KEZAR 







CULTURED COMPANIO) 





CENTER LOVELL, MAINE 
Located on LAKE KEZAR (considered most 
beautiful in U. S. A.) in Maine’s pine woods 400 
and White Mountain Region. Acres 
QUAINT @ RESTFUL ¢ ROMANTIC 
NSHIP 


MOUNTAIN 
eK 
FARIS 


2500 Ft. 
Elevation 
LIVINGSTON MANOR B.R. STATION 





ON SHANDELEE LAKE oe ges > Lend On Our List Hunting i 

LIVIN MAN aces, icity. : 
GSTON OR, N. Y. = without private bath. Food of highest md yo pleasure) Godly rovide the guns) 
. a, a eee a Handball Mile Long Lake 
ating, swimming, na san ch. - : 
A “Million Dollar’ vacation aor fishing: Salmon, Black Bass, Brook ae alts feces) 
awaits you at the Walde- Trout. Non-sectarian. Ownership-Mgt. PS (not strictly kosher) 
mere. Every conceivable k —_ > a No Stall 
a a sosmatien. rane Rates From $35 a Wee! Ping Pong Social 
oating. an e- 

atricals nightly. Superb apeemphnne $18, $20, $22 Per Week 
cuisine. Dietary laws Write For Booklet ’ Write JACK KEISER : 
observe N. Y. Address, 42 WEST 35th STREET UNION GROVE. N. Y. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET “F’’ 








Telephone Wisconsin 7-0200 





Phone Margaretville94-R-22 











20 





JEwisH FRONTIER 


“Give Us But a Little Strip of Land” 


by Shulamith Schwartz 





N 1882, in that keen, lucid, astonishingly pro- 
| phetic brochure called “Auto-emancipation , 
Leo Pinsker wrote: ‘Grant us but our indepen- 
dence, allow us to take care of ourselves, give us 
but a little strip of land . . ., give us a chance to 
lead a national existence, and then prate about our 
lacking manly virtues. What we lack is not genius 
but self-confidence and appreciation of our value 


” 


asmen... 


There have been many obstacles in the way of 
Zionist development during the twenty years be- 
tween the two wars, but the mandate has, after its 
own fashion, allowed a picked group of us to “take 
care of ourselves” and to “lead a national exist- 
ence” on our “little strip of land.” And as surely 
as Pinsker prophesied it, the psychological revolu- 
tion has come. The clear-eyed, eager and yet dis- 
ciplined people you see on every city street and 
village path in Palestine seem almost an unknown 
race. It would be no exaggeration to say that the 
kind of human beings Jews have turned into in 
Palestine is the greatest single achievement of 
Zionism as well as the best reason for facing the 
future hopefuly. The riots of 1936 to 1939 were, 
of course, the acid test of this new national char- 
acter and they have provided us with a unique 
opportunity to become intimately acquainted with 
that character. The riots were responsible for a 
regrettable, if admirable, literary by-product, bio- 
graphical sketches describing the victims, their 
lives and backgrounds in faithful detail. Ordi- 
narily the Palestinian press and the general tone 
of literature and public life are curiously imper- 
sonal, using as few names and as few biographical 
details as possible. Suddenly the tragic accident 
of death during the riots focussed a strong light 
on average young people who had gone about 
their daily work quite unknown except to those 
with whom they had come in direct contact. The 
wealth of detail collected from all their friends, 
co-workers and fellow townsmen takes one into the 
very heart of the process which has been turning 
Eastern and Central European boys into citizens 
of their own country. 


Four such lives are the subjects of four book- 
lets published by the Youth Department of the 
Palestine Labor Federation. The last to be is- 
sued is a collection of reminiscences about Zusia 
Shechori (born Schwartzman) who died at the 
age of 33 in an automobile accident which occur- 
red while he was carrying out his duties as one of 
the leaders of the self-defense. The newspaper 
notice of the fatal accident in July, 1938, did not 





dare to mention the work he was engaged in— 
‘“‘Hagana”’ is, at best, never quite sure of its 
legality—and many a member of the general pub- 
lic could not understand the reason for the edi- 
torials and articles and the tremendous, solemn 
mass demonstration at the funeral. As a matter 
of fact, it was almost purely a “Hagana”’ funeral 
and the man was one of those obscure heroes 
known only to the boys and girls he had trained 
and supervised. But there were, after his ten 
years in the work, many thousands of such boys 
and girls scattered from southern Judaea to Han- 
ita, where he had just organized the successful 
defense system of the terribly exposed new set- 
tlers. The bearded father, the kerchiefed mother, 
the young widow and the three-year-old daughter 
stood by the grave, but it was a symbol that was 
eulogized even more than an individual: ‘“Thou- 
sands of us standing on guard in the blazing sun 
or in damp trenches loved him for his tireless 
loyalty, his stern demands on himself, his modesty, 
his silence, his friendliness, but we loved him most 
because he was one of those who have discovered 
how to make our lives and our deaths meaningful. 
It is justification enough for Zionism to have pro- 
duced such men as he.” 


How Zionism produced such men as he one 
learns as one reads the thirty contributions to the 
booklet. The Europeon background becomes 
clear and then the Palestinian. The son of a 
shochet in a little Russian town, Shechori breathed 
Zionism from childhood. He studied only in 
Hebrew schools and at fifteen—just at the time of 
the Russian Revolution and the pogroms which 
he saw with his own eyes—he was active in a 
Hebrew reading circle. In a Halutz training 
group for Palestine he studied carpentry, and in 
1923, at the age of seventeen, be came to Pales- 
tine, prepared to plunge into a life of dangers and 
difficulties. The modesty, the silence, the stern 
sense of justice commented upon time and again 
by those who knew him, he had inherited directly 
from his father, Reb Mordecai Zev, but he was, 
according to his family, even more like his father’s 
father, Reb Pinchas Shlomo, who had helped to 
train him and bring him up. In Reb Pinchas, as in 
his grandson after him, there was a rare combina- 
tion of qualities—great kindness and warmth side 
by side with uncompromising, fanatical belief, but 
what in Reb Pinchas was purely personal and re- 
ligious was diverted in his grandson to the uses 
of pioneering and nation building. 
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There are a few lines about Reb Pinchas in the 
little booklet on Shechori. He lived on very little, 
giving away as much as he could to poor or old 
fellow-townsmen and keeping open house for 
every traveler, every wandering preacher, rabbi, 
beggar. For years he used a stone as.a pillow 
in order, by afflicting himself, to bring the redemp- 
tion of Israel nearer. In his will he enjoined his 
children to read five chapters of Psalms daily. 
But the most striking remark is probably an un- 
emphasized, curt statement in parentheses which 
throws blinding light upon the inner development 
of Jewish life in the last five decades. - Reb Pin- 
chas Shlomo Schwartzman was the brother of the 
mother of Mordecai Zev Feierberg. The name 
of Mordecai Zev Feierberg (1875-1899) is, of 
course, a magic one to anyone even superficially 
acquainted with modern Hebrew literature. The 
boy who died of consumption at twenty-four 
and, self-taught and practically without knowledge 
of European models, wrote the lyric, expressive 
prose of a great and finished artist, has become 
the classic exponent of the agonized modern 
struggle for a new Jewish orientation. The old 
civilization which satisfied Feierberg’s uncle, Reb 
Pinchas, could no longer stand up against the 
onslaughts of the nineteenth century world. Re- 
ligion was no longer enough nor the old books nor 
the lamentation for the dead national past. There 
was that in the old which one wanted to preserve; 
to be sure, some young men thought they could 
escape into the great world but the nation as a 
whole could not and should not do that and the 
great world was not anxious to receive even the 
few exceptions. ‘‘We have lived for thousands of 
years in a little room of books, rebuilding a thou- 
sand times what was already built in order not to 
die of inactivity. If we could do that, surely we 
can live under the fair and open skies. We have 
stood still and mourned long enough, but now we 
must go forward. Go. But where to?” That 
became the classic definition of the problem facing 
the young Jew in the nineties, and Feierberg de- 
scribes unforgettably the puzzled, baffled, unhappy 
years of childhood and adolescence common to his 
generation. The answer to the question came like 
a trumpet blast with the appearance of Theodor 
Herzl and organized Zionism, and with a sad 
premonition of his own approaching death Feier- 
berg makes the dying hero of his famous story 
which is almost a philosophic credo, “L’An” 
(‘Whither ?”’), prophecy the future of the Zionist 
movement. ‘We must build now not with prayers 
but with work, not a refuge from oppression but a 
new society and a new life. Coming out of the 
desert, our ancestors brought the Ten Command- 
ments with them. We must bring a new social 
vision with us. The West hates us bitterly, and 


not only our eyes but all men’s must turn east- 
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ward. Europe is sick and its social structure tot- 
tering. Ours is a great people: without our books 
what would the face of civilization be? We shall 
give new life again to the world, leading a re- 
awakened East. A new generation will rise up 
and bring us to the East.” 


Feierberg’s generation had analyzed the ques- 
tion. His cousin’s children were to be part of the 
‘new generation’”’ actually building a new life in 
the East. The reality of Zionism gave their 
young years a central purpose which filled them 
with a vitality very different from the tortured 
introspection of the young Feierberg standing be- 
tween a dying world and one yet unborn. There 
was Zusia Shechori preparing for Palestine for 
seventeen years and spending the other half of 
his life developing and defending it. His brother, 
who had come before him and who is now a mem- 
ber of the Workers’ Theatre, describes his landing 
at Jaffa. “I remember that autumn morning in 
1923 when I stood for hours at the port looking 
through the iron railing and trying to make Zusia 
out among the scores of boys coming off the boat. 
Finally he saw me and waved his hat and in a 
few more minutes he was in my arms, a delicate, 
handsome boy whose eyes shone with joy. He 
surprised me by talking Hebrew with the Sephar- 
dic accent, and when I asked him how that had 
happened, he only laughed and said, “Let’s go 
home.” So we walked home through the alleys 
of Jaffa. He was carrying the typical straw valise 
of the halutz and on his back was the inevitable 
bundle—the sheet and pillowcase. We came to 
my little tent standing among other tents and huts 
on a bare stretch of sand. All the furniture I had 
was a half-rusty bed. He sat down on it and 
said, ‘Well, now I am in Eretz Israel,’ and in an 
ecstasy of joy he kissed and hugged me. After 
the friends who had come to greet him left, we lay 
down on the little bed and talked till late at night. 
The next morning we got up early to go to work. 
He insisted on cutting his long trousers and mak- 
ing himself ‘really Palestinian’ in shorts, and then 
he accompanied me on the walk I had taken every 
morning for two years to the carpentry shop in 
Jaffa where I worked. His training abroad stood 
him in good stead and he quickly became a skilled 
worker . . . Soon after that he joined the little, 
puzzled group of us who were studying self- 
defense tactics and began to devote all his leisure 
time to taking the weapons apart and putting them 
together, passing one course after another.” 


Zusia’s life was to be shaped by those courses. 
He was to become, one of his friends writes, “Our 
ideal type of soldier, always conscious of the bond 
between defense and constructive work. One 
must not merely defend what exists but help create 
new outposts to defend.’’ Another friend de- 
scribes him while actual shooting was going on: 
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“Tt was the same thin, sensitive face, only concen- 
trated and strained. All eyes were always turned 
to him. Once we saw him bringing the body of 
a dead comrade back from the field. All of us 
were obviously depressed but he controlled him- 
self and made the rest of us go on—there wasn’t 
any time to waste. And if you talked to him 
about the future, his one wish was to become a 
farmer.’ It was in 1928 that Zusia first became 
an instructor for the self-defense. During the 
five years from 1923 to 1928 he was simply a 
worker among many others suffering frequently 
from partial or total unemployment. The tent he 
lived in with his brother became a center for all 
their friends and neighbors. He organized a study 
circle which seriously discussed economic, social 
and literary questions on Saturdays and weekday 
nights. Somehow another bed appeared in the 
tent and friends who had no work or townsmen 
newly come to Palestine invariably filled it. Zusia 
bought a kettle and an alcohol stove and served 
tea on a board he had put up around the tent pole. 
And if there was an extra pair of socks or trousers 
in the tent Zusia was sure to give it away. 


In 1928 he was sent to the newly settled village 
of Magdiel where he worked in orange. groves 
and spent all his leisure time training the first self- 
defense unit in the vicinity. He observed his fel- 
low-workers carefully and picked the best ones 
for his course. They no longer could spend. their 
evenings and Saturdays chatting and singing, but 
they became an important element in the defense 
of the Sharon during the 1929 riots. Zusia had 
organized not only Magdiel but the nearby, tiny 
villages of Herzlia and Raanana to which he 
would walk alone at night over unpaved, danger- 
ous roads. After 1929 he was sent to do difficult 
things. He had to teach the idea and the practice 
of self-defense to the medieval-minded, old com- 
munity of Safed and he succeeded in bringing 
many of its younger people into the main stream 
of Palestine life. After Safed a very different ex- 
perience awaited him—the training of the rugged, 
Palestinian born youngsters at the mountain kib- 
butz of Kfar Giladi. When he came to Kfar 
Giladi, so little and sensitive, wrinkled and pen- 
sive, apparently burdened by all the cares of the 
world, the parents feared that he would never be 
able to control their youngsters. But he won their 
ardent respect and. devotion at the very first lesson 
which he started with a solemn apology: “It is my 
job to train you for something which our move- 
ment and all of us individually do not like. The 
circumstances of our lives force us to learn how 
to defend ourselves and all that we have created 
here. We must know how to act as a free nation 
of workers.” 
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_ In 1932 Emek Hepher was just being settled 
and the tiny new villages were miles apart. There 
were Bedouins in the neighborhood, and much for 
the settlers to learn about self-defense. Zusia 
rushed from place to place on a wretched colt and 
then on a motorcycle he loved and cherished. As 
soon as he had trained his men in Emek Hepher, 
he began important organizing work in the entire 
southern district of the country. And then came 
the riots with their inhuman demands upon him. 
‘He was almost never home,” his brother writes. 
‘He seemed to be getting thinner every day, but 
when we begged him to rést for a few days, he 
would always say, “This isn’t the time for that.’ 
He was wounded in the foot during one engage- 
ment, but before he had completely recovered he 
was back at work. Every time he came to see us 
our final words to him were: ‘Zusia, be careful.’ 
Our parents worried constantly, and in the days 
when the roads were full of land mines and 
bombs, mother often begged him not to travel. 
But father reproached her always. ‘You have no 
right to ask him not to travel now. It’s his duty 
to travel,’ and whenever Zusia took leave of him, 
he would shut his eyes and murmur a prayer for 
his safety. He did that the day before the acci- 
dent happened. Zusia had come in to see us, had 
talked of the dreadful dangers of the time, but he 
had been cheerful and energetic and told us stories 
about the little girl. The next day I saw him lying 
dead, his head covered with a white bandage from 
under which his curly hair peeped out.” 


The grandfather, Pinchas Shlomo, slept on a 
stone in order to hasten the Redeemer’s coming 


The father, Mordecai Zev, sent his sons to the 
land to rebuild it and cherish it. 


And Zusia gave fifteen years of life to assuring 
peace and safety in the land. 
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Symptoms of a Disease 





gee STUDENTS of New York City College 
have been arrested on grounds of interfering 
with a student military parade on their campus. 
All four are Jews. The Communist press carries 
daily reports of “‘pacifist’’ activities in other col- 
leges. Whenever participants in such demonstra- 
tions are mentioned by name, the names are gener- 
ally Jewish. The Stalinist controlled American 
Youth Congress has placed pickets before the 
homes of New York Congressmen to remind them 
of their duty to save American “‘neutrality.” The 
names of the pickets announced in the press are 
also Jewish. 

Jewish students and young people demand that 
the United States do not sell arms to the Allies, 
that American statesmen refrain from commenting 
on the war. Every statement of the president or 
other political leader condemning Nazi invasion 
and brutality is booed by these young Jews as a 
“violation of American neutrality,” as a ‘“‘new step 
toward war,” as “unjustified interference in the 
affairs of a foreign country.” 

Whatever the concrete suggestions of different 
groups for immediate action, the American people 
as such back the president. No one now dares de- 
mand unqualified neutrality. Sympathy for the 
Allies is now taken for granted. The only excep- 
tions are the Nazi Bund, the Christian Mobilizers 
and the Stalinist sixth brigade, which is also the 
Jewish brigade, in the pro-Hitler “peace army.” 

* * * 


I have seen their faces and I was horrified. I 
was horrified not for the outcome of the war. 
That horror exists within everyone of us, but the 
outcome of the war is not dependent on us. I was 
horrified at sight of the symptoms I saw on these 
Jewish faces, symptoms of the degeneration of a 
people. What has happened to us in this land of 
security and well being? 

I have seen the faces of rebels against oppres- 
sion. I have seen the faces of exploited and per- 
secuted. Hatred, lust for vengeance, rage are not 
always sacred. During recent years, the years of 
Bolshevism and Fascism, those who were still cap- 
able of learning have learned much. During these 
years we have learned that when rebelling against 
existing conditions the question ‘Against What?” 
is not as important as “rebellion for the sake of 
what?” 

Nevertheless, suffering, humiliation and the 
hatred which they generate have a compelling 
power of their own which silences the arguments 
of the well fed and secure. Who would dispute 
with an unemployed man who has to witness the 
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hunger of his children, or with a homeless, shelter- 
less person? If the well fed person is shocked by 
the hatred he sees in the eyes of the oppressed, he 
should feel impelled to act and assist. Any decent 
person would be ashamed to argue against the 
despair born of suffering. 

Were we to see in the United States a Commu- 
nist movement consisting of the poorer sections of 
the population, of the millions who have to subsist 
on less than six hundred dollars a year, then, 
despite our differences with Moscow, we would be 
silent in the face of people attracted by tidings that 
the social order of which they are victims is to be 
destroyed. Communism may be a calamity for the 
world and even for those who believe in it. Mos- 
cow may bear the responsibility for the catastrophe 
that now threatens the world. But there would be 
no sense in arguing with unfortunates who have 
seized upon this false hope. 

But strangely, American Communism has found 
no adherents among the poor and suffering. These 
remained untouched by the powerful propaganda 
which Moscow means and energy spread in this 
country. The bearers of Communism in this coun- 
try are the well fed, the smug and secure; civil 
service workers and officials with a secure income, 
well paid school teachers with three months of 
vacation a year, students without worry whose 
parents are sufficiently well-to-do to finance their 
education, businessmen, artists, authors, bohem- 
ians. 

* * * 

We were sitting at the printers. A group of 
young boys and girls suddenly rushed in and occu- 
pied a table. They were staff members of a college 
paper in New York City. One of the editors, a 
boy of about nineteen, began a conversation over 
the telephone. 

“You know, he called me to his office today,” the 
boy said, mentioning the name of the dean at the 
university, a prominent American liberal. “He 
tried to trip me again with the ‘Moscow line’. He 
showed me an article by one Ulbricht, a German 
Communist, and tried to convince me that Ulbricht 
carried on propaganda for Hitler. I told him I 
never heard of Ulbricht. We are not interested in 
what Moscow says. (The young man laughed de- 
risively as he said this.) We are simply Americans 
who do not want to go to war. I showed him the 
front page of our last issue because it was all taken 
up with college news. It was a very amusing 
conversation.” 

A young Jewish woman, daughter of a well-to- 
do family who is a school teacher and a member of 
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the communist party came to visit at the house. It 
did not take long before the conversation drifted 
to the theme—war, Nazism, Moscow. The well 
fed, elegantly dressed young woman declared: 
“The communist line is not eternal. It is quite 
possible that in time Soviet Russia will be on the 
side of the Allies.” 

“When will this happen?” 

“When the Allies will begin to lose the war.” 

‘What is the sense of such a policy?” 

“Communists are always on the side of the 
weak. Now the Germans are the weak and 
hungry, so we are with them. When the roles will 
change, we may sympathize with the Allies.” 

“Are you sure that this will happen?” 

“No, but I think it will.” 

“And if, by that time, Europe will be in the 
hands of the Nazis?” 

“What is the difference? Chamberlain and 
Churchill are no better than Hitler.” 

‘And the extermination of the Jews?” 

“And what about India?” she retorted. 

“Yes, what about India?” I said. 

“The British cut off the hands of every Hindu 
who dares weave his own cloth. Even Hitler 
doesn’t do that to Jews.” 

I did not even ask from what source she 
obtained this last piece of news. 

* * x 


A high school teacher relates. She had been sit- 
ting in a dining room together with a group of 
other teachers, all young Jewish women with the 
exception of one Irish girl who was known as a 
mild follower of Coughlin. The talk was about 
the war and they lambasted Roosevelt with a will 
for his efforts to “drag us into the war.” The 
teacher who related this occurrence could no 
longer restrain herself and exclaimed: “Does it 
make no difference to you whether Hitler or the 
Allies win?” 
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The others were astonished at such a naive 
question. 

Of course not. Do you mean to say that you 
hope the Allies will win? 

Yes. 

Really! One of the Jewish teachers with an in- 
come of seventy-five dollars a week and a husband 
who ‘is a high government official in Washington 
smiled wisely. How can you be so naive? 

The “naive” minority of one left the room. 
Behind her tinkled the laughter of Jewish voices 
accompanied by their new recruit for the united 
front—the Coughlinite. 

* * * 

In a subway train two hefty Jewish boys hang 
on to straps. From among their legal text books 
portrude copies of the Daily Worker. 

Well, one exclaims, the god-damned British are 
catching it! 

You said it! 

They sure deserve it! 

Deserve it? Say, I’d like to see the first air at- 
tack on London. It'd be nice to see the Germans 
marching into Chamberlain’s capital. 

Looking at their faces at this time, one is com- 
pelled to turn his eyes away. The uncontrolled 
energy, the unhealthy gleam in their eyes, the 
ecstasy which transcends all bounds, arouse fear. 
One becomes aware that he is confronted with 
something that cannot be classified as a normal 
phenomenon. One hears these young Jews 
shout “Both sides are imperialistic!’ One is 
amazed to see their sudden concern for the op- 
pressed masses of . . . India. One notices the 
strange expression on these Jewish faces as they 
scream, “The Yanks are not coming” and all doubt 
whether this is not after all a matter of differing 
opinions vanishes. It becomes clear that not ideol- 
ogies are concerned, that this is the symptom of a 
disease, a collective malady for which no name has 
yet been found. 
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Pine Brook Lodge, Nichols, Con- 
necticut, has in its ten years of exist- 
ence attracted guests from forty-two 
states. Over the past week-end, for 
example, there were campers from 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D. C., all of the New 
England states, Ohio, Virginia, Ala- 
bama, and Texas. 

* * * 

So. Fallsburg, N. Y.—Nemerson 
Playhouse, summer resort tryout for 
prior-to Broadway shows, is under the 
direction of Al Dash. The Nemerson 
Playhouse has just been completely 
rewired for sound and with newly in- 
stalled scenic and lighting effects and 
is an incomparable settting for the 
lavish extravaganzas scheduled for the 
season. 






































At 





TIER 


alive 
you 
) in- 
and 
ton 
om. 


ices 
ited 


ang 
oks 


are 


ol- 


las 








Aucust, 1940 


Palestine and Canada-—A Parallel 
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by M. Z. R. Frank 





AMONG THE many generally estab- 
lished notions which are now in 
danger of toppling under the formid- 
able onslaught of Germany's mechan- 
ized armies is the. one which ascribed 
to the British a great measure of prac- 
tical wisdom in dealing with subject 
peoples. This notion may still survive 
the present war, in a modified form it 
may even be strengthened. But there 
is no doubt that in the light of present 
and immediately recent events it is 
bound to be subjected to a critical re- 
examination, 

Hitler's machine has revealed in 
British, colonial policy weaknesses 
hitherto unfamiliar to the general pub- 
lic. In almost every bi-national state, 
with the possible exception of Switzer- 
land, but certainly including such 
states within the British Empire, Hit- 
ler found allies in the leaders of those 
nations which, no matter how well 
they may be treated, still harbor a 
certain amount of resentment against 
their neighbors. Until recently it was 
thought that South Africa and Canada 
were illustrations of Britain’s ability 
to work out a modus vivendi between 
two nations ‘within the bosom of a 
single state.”” If Ireland and Palestine 
still had their difficulties, most of us 
were confident that sooner or later 
the same supposedly satisfactory solu- 
tion would be found as in Canada and 
in South Africa. We attributed the 
difficulties in Ireland to the bitter his- 
toric memories and the difficulties in 
Palestine to the backward nature of the 
Arab population, to machinations of 
international and colonial intriguers 
and only partly to the dynamic nature 
of the Jewish population. 

But now that it has been made clear 
that not only the Arabs in Palestine, 
but the I. R. A. in Ireland and the 
Afrikander Nationalists in South 
Africa, just as the Flemish National- 
ists in Belgium, were ready to help 
Hitler, the matter is more serious and 
seems to reveal a basic weakness in all 
bi-national states. 

The Slovaks in Czecho-Slovakia evi- 
dently resented the tutelage of their 
elder Czech brethren—a __ tutelage 
which we Jews could hardly undertake 
to carry out more faithfully if the 
Arabs were entrusted to our care. No 
amount of pandering to Ukrainian na- 
tionalism and Slavic solidarity and 
“blood-brotherhood” by Stalin seems 
to put the Kremlin at ease with regard 
to the Ukrainian nationalists, and 
Stalin will not feel secure until he has 
control of every inch of ground where 
there is any Ukrainian population. 


Once in the U. S. S. R. Stalin believes 
they will be “quarantined” against Hit- 
ler’s influence more effectively than 
were the Flemings in Belgium, the 
Arabs in Palestine, the Irish in Ireland, 
the Afrikander in South Africa or the 
French-Canadians in Canada. 

In every bi-naitonal state one of the 
nationalities is the dominant one. It 
represents historically the conquering 
race; it has, during the days when it 
still was superior in law as well as in 
fact, captured certain economic posi- 
tions; its language and literature lend 
themselves more to universal use in 
the country. The other nationality 
harbors a resentment which forms the 
motive power of its efforts to preserve 
its identity or alter the relative posi- 
tions of the two peoples. It forms 
cooperatives or advocates Fascism to 
snatch the economic power from the 
dominant nationality—and from the 
Jews who are usually seen as the agents 
and allies of the dominant people and 
who invariably bear the brunt of the 
first attacks by the resentful race. The 
weaker nation seeks to preserve its 
language through conscious collective 
effort which usually requires some self- 
sacrifice on the part of many of its 
individuals, and the recognition of its 
language in an official capacity comes 
as the result of a struggle and requires 
constant vigilance. In this respect, 
too, the Jews who take to the language 
of the dominant group—just as all 
other immigrants do—bear the brunt 
of the attack as agents and allies of 
the “oppressor”. Let me add that it 
is the Afrikander in South Agrica, the 
French-Canadian in Canada who, like 
the Arab in Palestine, are opposed to 
immigration (especially Jewish immi- 
gration) as threatening to weaken still 
further their position in the country. 

The foregoing paragraphs are in- 
tended to state the general problem. 
That this problem concerns Jews and 
especially Zionists, needs no emphasis. 
It is proposed in the following few 
paragraphs to call attention to the re- 
markable parallel between British col- 
onial policy in Canada and British 
colonial policy in Palestine. A great 
deal is known about the latter, but 
very little is known in this country 
about Canada, so little that none of 
the Zionist leaders in the U. S. A. has 
called attention to the parallel I am 
about to draw. From the analogy 
between the two cases we might have 
drawn many encouraging conclusions 
concerning Palestine a bare few 
months ago. We may yet be able to 
do so, if Hitler loses. 


c. ANADA IS not only the sole bi- 
national state in the Western 
Hemisphere and the first binational 
state in the British Empire, it is in 
fact the first country after Switzerland 
to recognize the full equality of its 
component nationalities. The process 
of its evolution into its present state 
and the manner in which its problems 
were handled by the British closely re- 
semble those of Palestine. Let me 
itemize the main points of similarity: 

(a) A static backward majority as 
against a dynamic aggresive minority. 
(The French-Canadians and the Bri- 
tish-American traders on the one 
hand; the Arabs and the Jews on the 
other. ) 

(b) While the Home government 
and public opinion at home is inclined 
to favor the minority in its claims and 
even to help it become in time the 
majority, the colonial officials take the 
Opposite attitude. 

(c) Conflicting promises. 

(d) Attempts to settle immigrants 
of the minority groups on farms sur- 
rounded by the majority and ensuing 
riots. 

(e) A refugee situation which 
forces even the colonial officials to 
take a more favorable attitude towards 
the immigrants. 

(f) Settlement of the bulk of the 
immigrants in uninhabited portions of 
the land. 

(g) Partition. 

(h) Federation as the eventual and 
supposedly satisfactory solution. 

There are, of course, two very im- 
portant differences between the two 
countries. One is size, the other is the 
Arab hinterland in the countries sur- 
rounding Palestine. as contrasted with 
the isolated position of the French- 
Canadians on an English-speaking con- 
tinent. That there is a great deal of 
similarity was realized by the authors 
of the Peel Commission Report which 
begins with a quotation from the 
famous Report on Canada by Lord 
Durham (‘two nations warring within 
the bosom of a single state’). It is 
interesting to note, however, that 
whereas Durham proposed as the first 
remedy the abolition of partition, the 
Peel Commission proposed partition as 
a remedy, but that both the Durham 
and the Peel Reports envisaged feder- 
ation as the ultimate solution. 

Roughly speaking, the French-Cana- 
dians in Canada and the Arabs in Pal- 
estine represent the same static back- 
ward population favored by the col- 
onial officials, while the British-Amer- 
ican traders in Canada who came in 
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after the British conquest of the coun- 
try, and the Jews in Palestine, represent 
the dynamic and aggressive element 
rather vaguely favored by the Home 
government and public opinion in 
England but thoroughly detested by 
the colonial officials. No colonial 
official today would have dared to ut- 
ter such words about the Jews or the 
Zionists as the first British governors 
of Canada did about the Anglo-Saxons 
who came to Montreal to trade from 
England and from the American col- 
onies (“scum of the earth”—no less), 
and no Harry Luke spoke so highly of 
the Arabs as those governors spoke of 
the French-Canadians (“the noblest 
race upon the earth’). 


I believe no other country under 
British rule presents such a similarity 
to Palestine as does Canada. In India, 
by favoring the Moslems against the 
Hindus, in Ireland and in South 
Africa by favoring the English or 
Scotch against the Celts and the Afri- 
kanders, the British government has 
taken the side of the aggressive dy- 
namic minority. 


In 1763 the British military gov- 
ernor General Murray made a pledge 
to the French-Canadians that their lan- 
guage, customs and laws would pre- 
vail in Canada. Several years later 
the Home Government in London 
made a pledge to the British traders 
in Montreal that British institutions 
and British laws would prevail in 
Canada. The analogy between those 
two conflicting pledges and between 
the Macmahon letter and the Balfour 
Declaration need not be elaborated on. 
Mention may be made, however, of 
the fact that the pledge to the British 
traders was not as solemn as the Bal- 
four Declaration and the Governor's 
pledge to the French-Canadians was 
far more specific and open than the 
disputed passage in the Macmahon let- 
ter to Emir Hussein. That the con- 
flicting claims based on the conflicting 
pledges formed the subject of bitter 
controversy during the early part of 
Canadian history is known to every 
student of Canada. 


| MAY BE accused of pushing the 

analogy too far, but I see a great 
deal in common between the influx of 
German-Jewish refugees into Palestine 
after Hitler's accession to power and 
the influx of English-speaking refugees 
into Canada after the American Revo- 
lution. These “United Empire Loy- 
alists” upset the plans of the colonial 
officials because of the moral claim 
they had on British hospitality after 
they suffered hardship as a result of 
their loyalty to the Crown. The claim 
of the United Empire Loyalists on 
British hospitality is not to be com- 


pared with the claim the German- 
Jewish refugees had, but the moral 
element was undoubtedly present in 
the latter case as well, fe did to a 
large extent disturb the plans of the 
colonial officials in forcing an acceler- 
ation of the pace of Jewish immigra- 
tion. 

The various attempts made by Eng- 
lish farmers to settle among French- 
Canadian farmers brought them no 
end of grief and the opposition of the 
French-Canadians finally forced the 
abandonment of such plans. To be 
sure, the English settler had a whole 
continent to choose from, nor was he 
driven by any Hitler. He was, there- 
fore, less inclined to persevere and to 
fight than is the Jewish settler in 
Palestine. 

When the United Empire Loyalists 
came in large numbers, some of them 
did settle in the Eastern townships of 
Quebec, many of them in the Anglo- 
Saxon Maritime Provinces, but by far 
the most important section of them 
settled in the Western, uninhabited 
portion of Canada that is, in today’s 
Province of Ontario. Again I must 
apologize for my analogy, but I cannot 
help seeing one between the settlement 
of Upper Canada’s wildernesses by 
the United Empire Loyalists and the 
proposed settlement of the Negeb by 
Jewish refugees. If the actual results 
do not always coincide, the forces 
operating in both countries do bear a 
striking resemblance to each other. 

The settlement of Upper Canada by 
people of British stock and British- 
American traditions of communal life 
necessitated the granting of some form 
of self-government to Upper Canada. 
The British Government then found 
itself compelled to grant a similar 
measure of self-government to Lower 
Canada, that is to the French-Cana- 
dians, after formally dividing Canada 
into two units. This was the Cana- 
dian version of partition. 

The partition of Canada was due 
more to genuine concern for the needs 
of the population and the country 
than to any imperialist motives. The 
same cannot be said of the Peel pro- 

osal which at least had imperialist 
considerations in mind. Ireland’s par- 
tition is in this respect more analogous 
to Palestine’s. 

Partition in Canada as such did not 
fail, but the arrangement did not work 
because neither of the Canadas was 
enjoying genuine self-government. 
There were two legislatures which had 
about as much power as Wauchope’s 
proposed Legislative Council. Free- 
dom to demand and to cricitize with- 
out actual power in and actual re- 
sponsibility for the administration, led 
to constant frictions and irritations 
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which culminated in minor rebellions 
in 1837. This “Legislative Council” 
stage, by the way, is common to all 
British colonies. 


Lord Durham was sent from Lon- 
don to report on the situation and to 
propose a remedy. His Report (1839) 
is one of the classics in British politi- 
cal history and his recommendations 
form the foundation of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. Nothing 
is so obvious in the Peel Report at the 
very outset as its conscious effort 
to bring it up to the level of Durham's 
(in which I think they did not succeed, 
though it is undoubtedly the finest 
government document on Palestine) 
Durham's classic phrase that he found 
“nations warring within the bosom 
of a single state” was cited by the 
Peel Commission, with an obvious at- 
tempt to add a classic of their own 
about a struggle of “right versus 
right.” However, where Durham 
plunged straight into medias res, the 
Peel Commissioners went back to 
Father Abraham and made too obvious 
an attempt to whitewash the British 
Government in London, if not in 
Jerusalem. 

As I said at the outset, Durham en- 
visaged eventual Federation of all Bri- 
tish North America, while the Peel 
Commission and all proposed remedies 
for Palestine visualize an eventual 
Pan-Arabic, Pan-Semitic or Near East 
Federation. Durham’s contribution 
to British politics is his idea of a self- 
governing state within the Empire. 
It was he who advocated the granting 
of responsible government modelled 
on the British pattern to Canada. He 
is the father of the idea of Dominions. 


What is seldom mentioned about 
Durham, however, is his idea which 
was rejected and which probably could 
not have been accepted even if the 
London Government wanted it. This 
idea is of pertinent importance now 
and brings us back to the skeptical 
thoughts expressed in the opening par- 
agraphs of this article. Durham was 
opposed to any idea of a bi-national 
state. He did not advocate the coer- 
cion of the French-Canadians, but he 
looked to the creation of such condi- 
tions where the French-Canadians 
would gradually and voluntarily adopt 
the English language. He held it 
would be best for them, as they were 
living on an English-speaking conti- 
seit valk oun be Sodipad if 
they used a different language. 

This point in Durham’s Report is 
one of the sore spots with the French- 
Canadians and all but blinded them to 
the real merits of the great document. 

Now British policy, as we have seen 
in Palestine, is often inclined to show 
annoyance with nationalistic aspira- 
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tions as regards language, schools, etc. 
But, on the other hand, where it finds 
national divisions, it does tend to fos- 
ter them rather than to bring the war- 
ring elements together. Cases in India 
and similar cases in Palestine of official 
divisions into “communities’’ where 
different classifications of citizens 
would neither be resented by the na- 
tionalists of any side nor would do any 
harm, are more or less known and dis- 
cussed in public. In this article I 
want to point to the fact that it 
was British colonial policy after the 
conquest which fostered French-Cana- 
dian separatism and the power of the 
Catholic Church because it hoped to 
find in French-Canada an ally against 
the rebellious American colonies. It 
may also be added that after Confed- 
eration a series of decisions by the 
Privy Council of the House of Lords 
emphasized “‘provincial rights’ thus 
all but setting at naught the intention 
of the British North America Act (the 
Constitution of Canada passed by the 
British Parliament in 1867) which 
gave the Dominion Parliament more 
power over the individual provinces 
than the United States Government has 
over the individual states. Possibly 
these decisions by the Privy Council 
kept alive the power of the Privy 
Council to legislate for Canada, a 
power which most other British Do- 
minions have already abolished (and 
which, by the way, is the only ves- 
tige left of real power exercised by 
London over Canada). But this em- 
phasis on provincial rights has not 
done Canada any good, nor does Eng- 
land today derive much comfort from 
its results. It was only recently that 
Quebec’s separatist Premier, Maurice 
Duplessis, was negotiating with a Ger- 
man firm for the cession of the strate- 
gically important island of Anticosti 
at the mouth of the St. Lawrence. 

To sum up. Britain has not only 
tolerated divisions but has also fost- 
ered them. In Palestine we have seen 
it only too clearly. What lessons Bri- 
tain will draw from the effects of her 
policies on present events, remains to 
be seen. What lessons we may have 
to draw I do not undertake to say. 
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THE STORY OF STEENSTRUP 


Fr. 1901 a young Danish toolmaker 
began work in the General 
Electric shops in Schenectady. One 
day he hit on an idea for making a 
machine safer and more efficient. 
The boss had his doubts, but Chris 
Steenstrup proved his idea would 
work. Today, beloved by his fel- 
low engineers, with 110 patents to 
his fon Chris is still looking for 
ways to improve things. 

Chris welcomes tough engineer- 
ing assignments. For instance, he 
solved one of the toughest prob- 
lems in the building of Dr. Alex- 
anderson’s great radio alternators 
which made possible radio com- 
munication with Europe during 
the World War. Back when there 
were vety few domestic’ electric 
refrigerators in the country, Chris 


got the job of devising a long- 
lived and efficient refrigerator. 
After months of work he designed 
a mechanism that ushered in a new 
era in American living. For from 
it General Electric developed the 
first sealed-in-steel refrigerator 
mechanism—the principle that has 
helped bring the comforts of elec- 
tric refrigeration to 14 million 
American families. 

Chris Steenstrup’s contributions 
to more comfortable living are 
typical of hundreds made by Gen- 
eral Electric men and women. 
For years they have been putting 
electricity to work, helping to 
make manufactured products more 
plentiful and less expensive, enrich- 
ing our lives—providing More 
Goods for More People at Less Cost. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred dollars 
for every dollar they have earned for General Electric 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


90-226D6 





















Books Received 





History of the Jews in Cologne by 
Adolf Kober. Translated from the 
German by Solomon Grayzel. The 
Jewish Publication Society of America. 
412 pp. $2.25. 


* * * 


Candles in the Night. Jewish Tales 
by Gentile Authors. Edited by Joseph 
L. Baron. Jewish Publication Society 
of America. 420 pp. $2.50. A Col- 
lection of twenty-three stories by some 
of the most outstanding authors of 
fourteen national literatures. 


* * * 


By the Waters of Babylon by Robert 
Neumann. Simon and Schuster: 1940. 
$2.50. A novel about Jews in the 
hostile world of today. 


* * * 


Israel in the Decline of the West 
by Harry Infeld. Bloch Publishing 
Co., N. Y. $3.00. A study of the 
ever intriguing problem of the causes 
of Jewish survival. 


* * 


Land Policy in Palestine by Abra- 
ham Granovsky. Bloch Publishing 
Co., N. Y. $2.00. An analysis of 
the land policy of the Zionist move- 








Vacation at 


HILLTOP LODGE 


... @ perfect delight 


ON SYLVAN LAKE 
HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y. 
R.R. Station: Pawling, N. Y. 
Phone Hopewell Junction 176 
65 Miles from N. Y. C. 


Break the routine and make Hilltop your 
home for a day, a week or a month. All 
facilities for a glorious, active vacation, 
or a quiet rest. 


®ALL SPORTS 
Swimming - Handball - Basketball - 
Golf - Tennis - Ping Pong - Fishing - 
Boating - All on Premises. 


®ALSO . 

New cottages with private showers— 
Countless improvements for the 1940 
season. 


RATES 
$23.50 and up - Week-ends $4.50 per day 


Under Direction of 
PAUL WOLFSON & SOL ROTHAUSER 


N. Y. Office, 170 BroaDway 
Phone COrtlandt 7-3958 


JEwIsH FRONTIER 


ment and an appraisal of the policy 
of the British administration. wg ag SERVED AT ITS BEST 


* * * 


Mr. Smith Meet Mr. Cohen by 
James Waterman Wise and Lee J. 
Levinger. Reynal and Hitchcock. 
American Jews introduced to their 
non-Jewish neighbors. 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicort 2-2030 





Where Vacation Dreams 
. are realized 


THE oy 
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Our 3-Story Theatre and oT CAjiedonia. 
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Send for Booklet ‘'8’-—N. Y. Phone CAledonia 5-4114 or Fallsburg 300 





LAKESIDE INN 


Ferndale, New York 





An Outstanding Resort for Young Folks 


Every Sport . . . Delicious Food .. . Dietary Laws ... Entertainment... 
Dancing . . . Excellent Accommodations 





ATTRACTIVE LOW RATES 
Mgt. Mendelson-Berkowitz-Green Booklet “F” on Request 

























Vet titi wtt 
fjoun + 88 rier: 


The Switzerland of tnasien 


A Brilliant Program of Entertainment with a 
constantly changing array of celebrated artists 
Horseback 


Fishing, Excellent Cuisine - Dietary Observance 
Etc. 


Da0arOwn)} Rate Schedule - Week-end, Week, Month, Season 
Grounds N. Y. OFFICE, 342 MADISON AVE., VA. 6-4579 


HnORO mounTAInN 
HOUSE 


HAINES FALLS, NEW YORK 
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League for Labor Palestine 





IN MEMORIAN 





The Administrative Committee of 
the League for Labor Palestine and 
the National Committee of the 
Gewerkshaften Campaign, express pro- 
found sorrow over the sudden death 
of Dr. Wolf Kritchevsky of Chicago. 
Dr. Kritchevsky has modestly but 
faithfully served the cause of Labor 
Zionism for a period of over 25 years. 
His sincerity and generosity were 
cherished by all Zionists who came in 
contact with him. Both national com- 
mittees send their condolences to the 
family. 





Summer Seminar. The new location 
of the seminar is attracting large at- 
tendances. The beautiful country sur- 
roundings, the excellent accommoda- 
tions and service have induced many 
people to spend their vacations at the 
Seminar. Many people from Summer 
resorts at distances from the Seminar 
are coming to enjoy the Saturday eve- 
ning concerts and to participate in the 
Sunday lectures and discussions. 

The program for the month of 
August is as follows: 

August 3—Ben Ari, of Habimah, and 
Ben Basenko of the Jewish Art 
Theatre. 

August 4—Lecture by Bezallel Sher- 
man on the “Destructive Forces of 
Communism.” 


August 5—Lectures on the History of 
Zionism by Samuel Duker. 

August 10—Ruth Renee in a musical 
program. 

August 12—16 Lectures by Abraham 
Levy. on systems of settlement in 
the Labor Colonies. 

August 17-18—Pioneer 
Week-End. 

The latest picture from Palestine 
will be shown, and Dr. May Bere will 
lecture on Youth Problems in Pales- 
tine. 

August 25—Abraham Revusky will 
lecture on “World Political Prob- 
lems Affecting Palestine.” 

Labor Day Week-end—Loeb Glantz 
widely known singer will render 
original musical selections. 

During the month of July the lec- 
turers were: Professor Arthur Posen- 
berg on the “War Situation in Eu- 
tope”’; Abraham Duker on “Specula- 
tions Concerning Jewish Fate’; Dr. 
Edward Kleinlehrer on “Mussolini's 
Mediterranean Policy”; Ludwig Lore 
on “War and Democracy”; Dr. Simon 
Ginsberg on Bialik; Dr. B. Halpern 
on “Kvutzah Life.” 


Women’s 


The following guest artists appeared 
at the Saturday evening concerts: 
Naomi Aleh-Leaf—Palestinian 
dancer; 
Marcia Benya—Palestinian singer ; 
Lillian Zahn—Folk-singer and 
guitarist ; 
Shalom Gartner—Palestinian singer. 
Fall Conferences. Two league con- 
ferences are scheduled to be held in 
the Fall. The Eastern Conference will 
be held in Philadelphia, the latter 
part of September, and the Mid-West- 
ern Conference to be held in Detroit 
the latter part of October. 


League Participates in “Million Dol- 
lar Loan.”’ Many members of the 
League throughout the country are 
participating in the million-dollar loan 
in which all Zionist organizations are 
presently engaged. At meetings held 
in New York on July 16th, and again 
on July 23rd League members sub- 


scribed very generously to the loan, 
and undertook to obtain more loans 
from members who were unable to at- 
tend these meetings. 


Increase in Dues-Rates. A commu- 
nication was recently addressed to 
chairmen of all chapters asking them 
for their personal reaction to a pro- 
posed increase in the annual dues- 
rates. The opinion was asked of 
these chairmen whether it would be 
more advisable not to include the 
subscription to the Jewish Frontier 
in the dues, and that annual sub- 
scriptions to the magazine be obtained 
from members outside of their 
dues payments. The National Ad- 
ministration wishes to be guided in 
its action og this question by the wish 
of the membership, and members are 
invited to express their opinion on this 
question by writing directly to the 
office of the League. 











1940 
SUMMER SEMINAR 


League for Labor Palestine 
at 


MOUNTAIN VIEW HOTEL 
SPRING GLEN, N. Y. 


Through Labor Day, September 2, 1940 


SCENIC BEAUTY—Amidst delightful scenery, sur- 
rounded by the Shawangunk Mountains on the 
East and the Delaware Mountains on the West. 
Great stretches of wooded mountainous slopes. 
Dry, healthful, cool climate. 

LECTURES on topics of the day by experts in each 
field. Detailed program upon request. 

SPORTS—Tennis, handball, basketball, hiking, bath- 
ing, fishing; ping pong, etc. 

SOCIAL ENTERTAINMENT — Concerts, dancing, 
camp-fires, community singing, etc. 

FOOD—Wholesome KOSHER meals. 

RATES—$18.00 per week; $6.00 per week-end (Fri- 
day evening—Sunday afternoon); Labor Day 
week-end — $10.00 (Friday evening — Monday 
afterternoon ). 

Make Reservations at Office of 


THE LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


275 SEVENTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 
WAtkins 9-5288 


Reservations must be accompanied by deposit 
check or money order of not less than $3.00. 


DR. JOSEPH DIAMOND, Director 
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In the Poale Zion 
Keren Hayesod Loan 

At a special gathering at the Hotel 
Astor, a small group of chaverim and 
friends pledged $20,000 toward the 
one million dollar loan now being 
launched by the Keren Hayesod. The 
one million dollar loan was proclaimed 
at the Zionist convention in Pittsburgh 
at which the Poale Zion representa- 
tives, David Wertheim and Isaac Ham- 
lin subscribed $10,000 for their organ- 
ization. Eliezer Kaplan, treasurer of 


the Jewish Agency, who addressed this - 


gathering, enumerated the extraordi- 
nary projects of the Jewish community 
in Palestine which would be met by 
this loan. Abraham Dickenstein, rep- 
resentative of the Workers’ Bank of 
Tel Aviv, emphasized that the loan 
will be repaid in October, 1941, from 
the proceeds of the 1941 Campaign. 
Of the $20,000 subscribed at that 
meeting, the Pioneer Women’s Organ- 
ization pledged $5,000 and the League 
for Labor Palestine $5,000. 

The Poale Zion of Milwaukee at a 
special meeting last week raised an 
additional $5,000 toward this loan. 
Summer Camps of Habonim 

Habonim, Labor Zionist Youth Or- 
ganization, has opened this season 
with the largest number of camps in 
its history. Named “Camp Kvutzot’’ 
after their Palestinian prototype, these 
camps constitute an important depart- 
ure from the usual type of summer 
camp with their emphasis on work, 
complete self-reliance of the young 
campers, equality, and a system of 
self-government, based on _ various 
standing committees and culminating 
in the General Assembly of the 
campers. 


Nine such camps in different parts 
of the country are operated by Ha- 
bonim this summer. Of these, two 
are in Canada (near Toronto and 
Montreal) and seven in the United 
States: four in the East (near Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, in up-State New 
York, and at Killingworth, Conn.), 
two in the Middle West (near Chi- 
cago and Detroit) and one in the 
vicinity of Los Angeles. In all, some 
1,200 young people will have attended 
Camp Kvutzot this summer. 


The educational program of the 
Kvutzot is prepared by the central 
office of Habonim, which has also 
recruited a staff of - fifty volunteer 
workers to head the camps and to 
take charge of the various activities 
there, beginning with the intensive 
educational program, through arts, 
crafts, sports, etc., and ending with 
the cooking which is, in nearly all 
camps, done by volunteer workers. 

For the first time, two of the Camp 
Kvutzot are situated on Habonim 


property: the beautiful camp on the 
West Coast, and the Kvutza at Kill- 
ingworth, where a hitherto unused 
stretch of land is steadily being turned 
into a summer settlement. 


The members of the Palestine dele- 
gation to our youth movement have 
been visiting the various Kvutzoth. 
Moshe Levine is in Los Angeles, 
Shalom Wurm has visited Chicago and 
Detroit, Aaron Remez—Detroit and 
Philadelphia, Mala Gitlin—Philadel- 
phia, Killingworth, and Baltimore. 
Zev is in Chicago and Yosef Israeli in 
Canada. 


Leaders’ Seminar in August 

The summer progam of the youth 
movement will culminate in a three- 
week Leadership Seminar, to take 
place at Camp Kvutza in nage 
Pa.; August 11th to September 2nd. 
Up to 100 young group leaders from 
all over the country are expected to 
attend. A broad program will be of- 
fered, including instruction in group 
techniques and crafts, as well as a 
varied series of lectures. Among those 
scheduled to participate are Hayim 
Greenberg, Jacob Lestshinsky, Baruch 
Zuckerman, Israel Mereminsky, David 
Wertheim, May Bere, Dr. Chomsky 
(Philadelphia), Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, 
Abraham G. Duker, Manya Shochat, 
Dr. Sokal, Dvora Rothbart, Jacob 
Katzman, Shlomo Grodzensky, Ben 
Halpern, the members of the Palestine 
Youth Delegation, and several of the 
leading members of the youth organ- 
izations. 
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EVERYDAY A HOLIDAY 


®@ Golf: 18-hole course right on our grounds, 


e 3-mile lake (swimming, boating, fishing). : 


e 7 Fine clay tennis courts. 
@ Handball, basketball, horses. 
e Henry Tobias Entertainment. 
e@ Popular ll-piece Orchestra. _ 
e Broadway Stars . Preview Movies. 
@ Cedars’ Famous Cuisine. 
e Directors: MURRAY HEILWEIL, 
HENRY TOBIAS & L. B. SAMUELS 


Reservations: 1674 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK e Cl. 6-5840 


SPECIAL LOW RATES 


Free Booklet 






CHESTERS’ ZUNBARG 


yy 2" a A Delightful Hideaway 
: in the Mountains 
YOU CAN HAVE 
EVERYTHING! 





Vacation time here means 


MENU an incomparable setting, 

Swi Ba abundant sports and 
al sec adult diversions, fascin- 
tered luxurious invili 


ating friendships, 
ing quarters. (New 
“Luxury Lodge’’ now 


pool. 
Boating: on ‘‘Lake 


Godsend”’ right on ready) tempting vittels 
premises. EVERYTHING! Write 
Plus: 18 other —or phone Fallsburg 53. 
sports and past- Open all year. 
times. 








WOODBOURNDE, N. Y. 
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“The Vacation You Won’t Forget” 


at the 


ILIVEREA HOTEL AND COUNTRY CLUB 


OLIVEREA, ULSTER COUNTY, N. Y. 


All Sports and Camp Activities 


Concrete Swimming Pool ® 


Phone: Pinehill 3-776 


v7 Entertainment 


Dancing ° 


Baseball Field 


HUNGARIAN CUISINE 
SPECIAL LOW RATES 


Management: Max Burger and B. Lowy 


Write for Booklet F 
N. Y. Phone JErome 7-2718 














1S (G1 5 (0) ROO) Ps 
GQ ALwavitens: Gdult. Camp. 
Amidst ModermConveniences 
Soft ‘Music: in the Moonlight 


Snug Cabins on Lake Front 
Management Ben Plotkin 






















is RO@ Free Golf 
Every Sport 






Summer Theatre 
Cultural Programs 


Vacationland’s Greatest Value 
Surprisingly Moderate Rates 





Cover Everything 

A Million Miles From the Rest of the 

World Only 60 Miles From Broadway 

N. Y. Office 

280 Broadway 

REctor 2-1895 
Ask For 


Booklet “F’’ 
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In the Summer Issue of 
THE 


KENYON REVIEW 


ON THE SEMANTICS OF Poetry, by Philip Wheelwright ; 
THE BALL (Story), by Eleanor Clark; RECENT MEXICAN 
PAINTING, by Nicolas Dorantes; BERT BRECHT, by Lawrence 
Thompson; ON REREADING BALzac, by William Troy; THE 
WorLD OF HENRY MILLER, by H. J. Muller; VeERsE by 
Marianne Moore, Frederic Prokosch and Rayner Heppenstall; 
Review by Edgar Johnson, R. P. Blackmur, Lawrence Neigh- 
ton, C. A. Millspaugh, Lionel Trilling, Morgan Blum, Rob- 
ert Jay Wolff and Francis Fergusson; Music CHRONICLE, by 
Paul Rosenfeld; Editorial Notes. 


Other recent features include: THE LEGACY OF SIGMUND 
FrEuD: (1) THERAPEUTIC, by A. R. Martin; (11) LITERARY 
AND AESTHETIC, by Lionel Trilling; (111) PHILOSOPHICAL, 
by Eliseo Vivas; Picasso, by Wyndham Lewis; For Sic- 
MUND FREUD (Poem), by W. H. Auden; ANDRE MALRAUX, 
by Haakon M. Chavalier; THE PRESENT STATE OF POETRY, 
Symposium, by Herbert Read, Julian O’Brien and R. P. 
Warren; FEDERICO GaRCIA Lorca, by William Carlos Wil- 
liams; and FRANZ KAFKa, by Philip Rahv. 


Editor 
Managing Edit0t.reccecressmeneneenne 


JOHN CROWE RANSOM 





PHILIP BLAIR RICE 


QUARTERLY AT GAMBIER, OHIO 
$2.00 A YEAR 


————————— 











| For An Ideal Vacation 


Come to.... 


UNSER CAMP 


THE ONLY LABOR ZIONIST VACATION CENTER 
IN THE EAST. 


SUMMER COLONY OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL 
WORKERS’ ALLIANCE. 


FACILITIES FOR ALL SPORTS — OUTDOOR 
SWIMMING POOL — DANCING — CAMP FIRES 
—THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS ARRANGED BY 
FAMOUS STAGE ARTISTS—EXCELLENT FOOD. 


HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y. 


Located in the heart of the glorious Bear Mountain 
country, less than 50 miles from New York City. 


Also for your children 
Ages—6 to 16 


| 
| CAMP KINDERWELT 


A Fascinating Atmosphere For Your Children’s Vacation 
For Information Write or Phone: 


| UNSER CAMP AND KINDERWELT 


HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y. 
HIGHLAND MILLS 309! 
| New York Office: 251 FOURTH AVENUE, STuyvesant 9-4677 













Traveling Aids 


for 


Vacationists 


For convenient, carefree travel: 


Make your Greyhound Bus reservations at your near- 
est Postal Telegraph Office. 


Tour Rate telegrams, dealing exclusively with features 
of your trip, such as weather conditions, locality, ar 
rival, departure, health, etc. 35c for the first 15 
words throughout U. S. 


Reservation Messages, at the same low rates make it 
inexpensive to wire ahead for hotel reservations 
which mean so much to your comfort. 


To Telegraph, phone 


Postal Telegraph 


Charges for telegrams telephoned will appear on your 
telephone bill. 
































Gay Atlantic City! 


CAROLINA 
CREST HOTEL 


JUST OFF THE BEACHFRONT 
A BEACHFRONT HOTEL 
« 
On Beautiful North Carolina Avenue 
OPEN ALL YEAR 


ATLANTIC CITY 
* 


Serving a Tray Breakfast 
to your room any time up to 11 o'clock 
without any charge for breakfast or service 


EVERY ROOM HAS PRIVATE BATH AND 
AT LEAST THREE LARGE WINDOWS 
lt 


FREE BATH HOUSES FOR OCEAN BATHING 


SINGLE: As Low As $2.50 and $3.00 
DOUBLE: As Low As $5.00 and $6.00 
e 
H. L. FAIRBAIRN, JR., Manager 




















Self Help ad Mutual Aid. 


FOR YOURSELF and OUR PEOPLE 


Are you in need of cooperative protec- 
tion against the cost of sickness, acci- 
dent, hospitalization or life insurance? 


Are you looking for intelligent com- 
radeship and a well planned program 
of activities in the Jewish national, 
Zionist, cultural and social field? 


The Jewish National Workers’ Alli- 
ance, the most progressive Jewish 
fraternal order in America, offers 
you both. 


The benefit system of the Alliance 
is modern, scientific and low-cost, 
and offers the same policy privi- 

leges as in the largest insurance 
companies. 


The more than 250 branches of 
the Alliomce are in the fore- 
front of Jewish communal life 
and afford the members the 
opportunity for social con- 
tact and a maximum of self- 
expression. 


The fraternal benefits of the Alliance 
include: 


Policies for Whole-Life, 15 or 20 Pay- 
ment, or Term-to-age 70, from $100 


to $3,000. 


Disability for $6, $10 or $15 per week, 
for 24 weeks in the year. 


Sanatorium arrangements and 


extra $100 consumption benefit. 


Hospitalization Insurance plans for 
the member and his family. 


Medical services, and funeral 
and cemetery benefits in most 
cities. 

Credit unions and cooperative 
services in many cities. 


Relief fund for needy mem- 
bers, and a fund for the aged. 


Juvenile Insurance on Term- 
to-age 18 and Endowment 
plans at lowest rates. 


If You Are Already a Member in the Alliance 
—Why Not Increase Your Insurance 
at Slight Extra Cost? 


You can take out additional insurance in the Alliance 
at a cost lower than in most insurance companies. 
For your sake and for the sake of your family 
get this extra protection. Inquire at once from 
your branch secretary or the General Of- 
fice how you may obtain this low-cost 
additional benefit. 


JEWISH NATIONAL 
WORKERS’ ALLIANCE 


The Labor Zionist’Fraternal Order 


251 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK 




















